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How the Voters Guide is compiled:

The League of Women Voters of the Greater 
Dayton Area publishes the Voters Guide each 
year to provide a forum for candidates and 
to list the issues on the November ballot. 
Questionnaires were distributed to candidates 
in Montgomery and Greene counties. 

Responses were printed without changes other 
than cuts for exceeding length limits (350 
characters for biography, 500 characters for 
answers). 
Due to space limitations, this Voters Guide 
includes candidate responses only for 

contested races. Where candidates are running 
unopposed, the names of the candidates 
are listed, along with the positions sought. 
Additional information on all candidates may be 
found at VOTE411.org
Asterisks (*) denote incumbent candidates. 

Not all candidates submitted photos. 

The League is nonpartisan. The League does not 
endorse or reject the views of any candidate, nor 
does the League assume responsibility for the 
content of any candidate’s reply.

Voting Process in 2026

Voting Absentee: Make sure your Absentee Ballot is COUNTED!

Ohio voters in 2026  
will elect:

• U.S. Senator
• Representatives to U.S. Congress
• Governor/Lieutenant Governor
• Ohio Attorney General
• State Auditor
• Ohio Secretary of State
• Treasurer of State
• Justices of Ohio Supreme Court
• Court of Appeals Judges
• State Representatives
• State Senators  

(odd-numbered districts only)
• County Commissioners
• County Auditor
• County Treasurer*
• Common Pleas Judges

*Special election in Greene County to fill 
an unexpired term

Where to vote
Cast your ballot at the polling place 
designated to serve the precinct in which 
you reside. If you don’t know where you’re 
assigned to vote, call your County Board of 
Elections or visit their website:

Montgomery County, 937-225-5656; 
https://www.montgomery.boe.ohio.gov/

Greene County: 937-562-6170;  
https://www.boe.ohio.gov/greene

How to vote
•	 Election Day – at your precinct polling 

place; 6:30 am - 7:30 pm
•	 Early Voting – at the County Board of 

Elections; schedule shown below
•	 Absentee – vote at home and return your 

ballot by mail or to the County Board of 
Elections

Eligibility
You are qualified to vote if you meet these 
requirements:
•	 You are a citizen of the United States.
•	 You will be at least 18 years old on or 

before Nov. 3.
•	 You will have been a resident of Ohio for 

at least 30 days before the election.
•	 You have registered to vote at least 30 

days before the election.
The last day to register for the Nov. 3 
election is Monday, Oct. 5.

Voter ID Requirements  
Have Changed 

Photo ID IS NOW REQUIRED  
for in-person voting. 

To vote, you must show a valid form of 
photo identification that has your name 
and photograph, and the identification 
must not be expired.
Acceptable forms of photo ID under Ohio 
law are:
1. Ohio driver license, State of Ohio ID 
card, or interim ID form issued by the 
Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV) 
with present or former address so 
long as the voter’s present residential 
address is printed in the official list of 
registered voters for that precinct
2. A U.S. passport or U.S. passport card
3. A U.S. military ID card, U.S. military 
dependent ID card, Ohio National 
Guard ID card, or U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs ID card
Your ID must not have expired.  
Check your ID before Election Day to make 
sure it will be valid.  

If you do not have an acceptable photo 
ID, you can vote by mail (absentee) 
using the last 4 digits of your Social 
Security Number.  

Early Voting Hours 
You can cast your ballot up to 29 days 
before Election Day at your County Board 
of Elections. These are the in-person 
absentee voting hours for the State of Ohio:

8 am to 5 pm – Tuesday, Oct. 6 through 
Friday, Oct. 9

8 am to 5 pm – Monday, Oct. 12 through 
Friday, Oct. 16

8 am to 5 pm – Monday, Oct. 19 through 
Friday, Oct. 23

8 am to 4 pm – Saturday, Oct 24
7:30 am to 7:30 pm – Monday, Oct. 26
7:30 am to 8:30 pm – Tuesday, Oct. 27
7:30 am to 7:30 pm – Wednesday, Oct. 

28 through Friday, Oct. 30
8 am to 4 pm – Saturday, Oct. 31
1 pm to 5 pm – Sunday, Nov. 1
No Early Voting – Monday, Nov. 2

To get an absentee ballot, you must 
submit an Absentee Ballot Application 
Form to your county Board of Elections. 
You can download an Absentee Ballot 
Application Form from these websites:

Montgomery County Board of Elections, 
https://www.montgomery.boe.ohio.gov/
absentee-voting/; 

Greene County Board of Elections, https://
www.boe.ohio.gov/greene;  

or Ohio Secretary of State, https://
www.ohiosos.gov/elections/elections-
administration/forms-and-petitions/
absentee-ballot-application-html-to-pdf. 

You may also call or visit your Board of 
Elections and request an application 

form. The completed Absentee Ballot 
Application Form must be returned to your 
County Board of Elections by mail or in 
person. It should not be faxed or emailed 
unless you are a military or overseas voter.

Your application for an absentee ballot 
must be received by the Board of Elections 
by 8:30 pm on Oct. 27 (the Tuesday before 
election day). Please request an absentee 
ballot as early as possible and allow enough 
time to return the ballot by mail, or hand 
deliver to your Board of Elections to meet 
the return deadline (7:30 pm on Election 
Day) in order to be counted. If you request 
an absentee ballot but do not receive it, 
you can vote early at the Board of Elections 
through Sunday, Nov. 1, or you can vote a 

provisional ballot at your polling place on 
Election Day.

Absentee Ballot Contents:

•	 Voter instructions— 
READ ALL INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY

•	 White Identification envelope—MUST 
BE FILLED OUT, SIGNED AND SEALED

•	 Official Ballot Return Envelope—MUST 
CONTAIN SEALED IDENTIFICATION 
ENVELOPE 

•	 “I Voted Today” sticker

Check your ballot envelope for the 
correct postage to return your ballot 
by mail. 

•	 The ballot must be RECEIVED by the 
Director of the Board of Elections 
no later than the close of the polls 
(7:30 pm) on Election Day in order 
to be counted. Ballots can be mailed 
or hand delivered to the Board of 
Elections (NOT to a polling location) 
by the voter or a member of their 
immediate family.  

NOTE: If you request an absentee ballot 
and then go to your polling location 
to vote, you will be required to vote 
a provisional ballot which will not be 
counted until after the election.
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Nov. 3rd
General Election

Polls are open from 
6:30 a.m. until 7:30 p.m.
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Write-In Candidates
To be a write-in candidate in a local election, a person 
must file a declaration of intent with the county Board 
of Elections and pay the same filing fees as any other 
candidate for the office. A write-in candidate must meet 
all of the eligibility requirements of the office, such as 
residence in the appropriate jurisdiction.

Write-in votes are counted ONLY for those candidates 
who have filed a declaration of intent and paid the 
required filing fees. This ensures that write-in candidates 
are willing and qualified to serve in the office to which 
they may be elected.

The names of write-in candidates who have met these 
qualifications WILL NOT be shown on your ballot. 
Qualified write-in candidates ARE listed in this Voters 
Guide, and you may take the Guide with you to the polls.  

To vote for a write-in candidate, follow the instructions 
on the touch-screen voting machine or paper ballot to 
insert the name of your chosen candidate.

Convicted of a crime? 
You still have the right to vote.

•	 	If you have been convicted of a misdemeanor, you have 
the right to vote, even if you are incarcerated.

•	 If you have been arrested for a felony but have not been 
convicted, you still have the right to vote.

•	 If you are on parole or probation, live in a halfway house, 
or are on house arrest, you have the right to vote.

•	 If you are on parole, or probation for a felony that does 
not involve a jail term, you have the right to vote.

•	 The only time you may not vote is if you are currently 
incarcerated on a felony conviction. But once you are 
out of prison or jail, you must re-register to vote, even 
if you were previously registered. You re-gain the right 
to vote.

Reference: www.acluohio.org/vote
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League of Women Voters Board of Directors

Join the League 
The League of Women Voters welcomes  

everyone age 16 and above to join us.

______ Suggested membership contribution is $75 annually.

Name:��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Address:�����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

City:________________________________________  State:_____________   Zip Code:����������������������

Phone: �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Email:� �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Mail to: LWVGDA, 127 North Ludlow St., Dayton, OH  45402 
 or join online at www.lwvdayton.org.  PH 937-228-4041  Thank you for your support!

About the League

President: Jacqueline Housel
President Elect: Jan Runkle
V.P. Community Relations: Mary Robertson 
V.P. Program: Ralita Hildebrand
V.P. Voter Service: Pam Berry
Secretary: Brenda Hughes
Treasurer: Marilyn McCauley
Directors

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion: Linda Prater
Greene County Representative: Andrea Bauer

Membership: Susan Herrmann 

Voter Editor: Mary Robertson

Webmaster: Lauren Karch 

Board Advisor: Beth Schaeffer

Executive Director: Christine Corba

Voters Guide Editor: Mary Lou Baker Jones

Hispanic Voters Guide Translators: Claudia Cortez-

Reinhardt, Derek Petrey, Julio Quintero, Saily Rodriguez

Voters Guide Cover Design: Lucy Anne McKosky

Who We Are:  
Mission: A non-partisan political organization that encourages informed active citizen 
participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, 
and influences public policy through education and advocacy.
Policy:  The League does not support or oppose any political party or candidate.
The League of Women Voters was established as a national nonpartisan organization in 1920 
to promote political responsibility through informed and active participation of citizens in 
government. The Dayton League of Women Voters opened its doors in 1920 making our League 
one of the first in the nation. Currently the League of Women Voters of the Greater Dayton Area 
serves Greene and Montgomery counties. We welcome all people age 16 and above to join the 
League.
What We Do:  
(all services provided free for residents in Montgomery & Greene County)
Voter Registration
Candidate forums
Candidate interviews in partnership with DATV & MVCC
Voters Guide: doorstep deliveries and distribution to all public libraries and other locations
Election Hotline
Cable TV program with DATV - League of Women Voters: Empowering You
Community programs on hot topics and ballot issues
Speakers Bureau presentations on current issues and women’s history
Community Activism and Support:
Partner with Miami Valley Voter Protection Election Coalition
Partner with Fair Districts Ohio
Present community discussions on redistricting and increasing voter participation
Provide voter registration support to many community organizations
Participate in naturalization ceremonies serving over 700 new citizens annually
Observe government meetings
Audit elections and post-election ballot certification
For more than 100 years the League remains one of the nation’s most respected community-
based grassroots organizations.  We are unique as our members have diverse political opinions 
yet we believe, support and participate in civil, fact-based discussion as citizens who believe 
that is what will, in the end, make a difference.  Join us!

H H H H H H H H HLeague InformationLeague Information
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H H H H H H H H H HState ElectionsState Elections
GOVERNOR/LT. GOVERNOR - VOTE FOR 1

ATTORNEY GENERAL - VOTE FOR 1

QUESTION #1: What type of tax reform, if any, would best 
serve Ohio?

QUESTION #2:  What are your priorities for K-12 and higher 
education?

QUESTION #3:  How will you approach re-drawing legislative 
district lines?

AMY ACTON AND DAVID PEPPER (D)

BIO: Education: Northeast 
Ohio Medical University BS/MD; 
The Ohio State University MPH.
ANSWER #1:  Ohioans are 
working harder than ever, but 
they just can’t make ends meet. 
My ActOn Costs Agenda will 
lower costs, help Ohioans keep 
more of their money by cutting 
taxes, and put money back in 
people’s pockets.

My Working Families Tax Cut includes an Earned Income Credit 
that will support up to 775,000 working families and a child tax 
credit of $1,000 a year for children aged 0-6 and $500 for children 
aged 7-18 for families making up to $85,000 in annual income. As 
governor, I will expand the Homestead Exemption so more of Ohio’s 
seniors are eligible for property tax relief, introduce a property tax 
spike rebate, and crack down on predatory collection practices. I 
will also fully implement the Fair School Funding Plan, which will 
decrease the local property tax burden.
ANSWER #2: First, I will fully and constitutionally fund our 
public schools, allowing us to prioritize students, educators, and 
schools to reduce the pressure on local property taxes.
Second, Ohio’s private school voucher program is sending 
billions of hardworking Ohioans’ tax dollars to fund private 

schools with no accountability. I will tackle the out-of-control 
private school voucher system and push for desperately needed 
transparency regarding where those billions are being spent.
Third, I will use those savings to invest in best practices that 
will bring Ohio’s schools into the 21st century, with cutting-
edge literacy and math programs that help kids prepare for the 
workforce. I will invest in new approaches to math and literacy 
programs to make sure they’re tied to real-world demands.
ANSWER #3: Ohioans have spoken loud and clear that 
they want to end gerrymandering in Ohio. They’ve figured 
out that gerrymandering is a key reason Ohio has been going 
in the wrong direction for so long, and why extremists and 
special interests run Ohio. And they’re right. Despite the voters’ 
mandate and the clear requirements of Ohio’s constitution, 
politicians in Columbus have abused the process, broken 
the law, and defied multiple court rulings to continue to 
gerrymander Ohio’s districts. As governor, I will have a seat at 
the table in the 2030-31 map-drawing process. In that role, I will 
fight for fair and constitutional districts that put the people back 
in charge of their government. I will oppose any rigged map, and 
I will veto any bill that tries to gerrymander Ohio once again.

DONALD C KISSICK AND  
JAMES L. MILLS (L)

BIO: Experience: Military 
Background
ANSWER #1: As it pertains 
to abolishing property tax- we 
are in favor of it but you first 
have to address a few key 
strings: 
1. Investors in residential real 
estate

2. How we’re addressing education
It’s a case of a balance sheet- inflows, we can replace our 
property tax revenue with local consumption based taxes 
especially on luxury goods and you can also look at the sin taxes 
like marijuana, cigarettes, gambling (especially the lottery), and 
alcohol. 
In the case of outflows- we have a lot of money going to 
corporate subsidies, international donations, and the school 
system- in particular with the school system if you remove 
teaching towards the test and compliance based programs you 
can significantly reduce the budget because those systems are 
costly to manage. 
It’s about balancing the budget
ANSWER #2: As mentioned, we’d focus on ending 
compliance based testing programs which are costly to manage 
and create additional bureaucracy in administrators. 
Similar to business, where my boss trusts me to do the work - 
and in theory my boss is supposed to be either more educated, 
more certified, or more experience than me- we should move 
towards a model where because this teacher has indicated they 
have a mastery over math or a mastery over English, I should 
trust them that they’re teaching their students mastery. We can 
use testing for diagnostic purposes, you could also have more 
portfolio based modeling for students; but at the end of the day, 
if that teacher is a master of the topic and the department head 
or admin over them has said they’re doing an adequate job- who 
am I to say otherwise?

ANSWER #3: I will make this clear- what’s gone on in 
Ohio with the constant redrawing of legislative district lines 
has shown just how toxic our institution is. It wasn’t perfect but 
something like what was proposed in 2024 with issue 1 where 
you have a nonpartisan committee that takes into account all 
recognized parties in the state is something I’d love to come 
back up on the ballot. Candidly it was short sighted when the 

GOP shot it down because they don’t recognize that when the 
Dems come into power, the power struggle to remove them will 
be just the same as the power struggle the dems are facing in 
unhousing the GOP. 

Make it equitable (which issue 1 was attempting to do) and give 
the people the chance to actually vote for what they want. Make 
politicians stand on their own merit.

VIVEK RAMASWAMY AND  
ROBERT A. MCCOLLEY (R)  

Candidate did not respond by publication deadline.

TIMOTHY GRADY AND  
ANDREA NEUTZLING (I)  

(WRITE-IN)   
Candidate did not respond by publication deadline.

HEATHER HILL AND PATRICK MANLEY (I) 
(WRITE-IN)  

Candidate did not respond by publication deadline.

RENEA TURNER AND JALEN TURNER (I) 
(WRITE-IN)  

Candidate did not respond by publication deadline.

RON ULA AND MICHAEL C. LEHNERD (I) 
(WRITE-IN) 

 Candidate did not respond by publication deadline.

QUESTION #1: What divisions (e.g. consumer protection, 
environment, civil rights, immigration, elections, etc.) will you 
prioritize, and why?

QUESTION #2: How will you represent the diverse interests 
of all Ohioans?

QUESTION #3: What changes would you make, if any, 
regarding transparency in government?

KEITH FABER (R)
Candidate did not respond by publication deadline.

JOHN J. KULEWICZ (D)

BIO: Education: B.A. History 
at Ohio State, J.D. at Yale Law 
School

Experience: Partner at Vorys, 
Sater, Seymour & Pease, 1987-
2024; Associate attorney, 1981–
1987; Volunteer/Community 
Service: I have previously 
served as board president of 
the Columbus Zoo, Catholic 

Social Services, and Federal Bar Association (Columbus); and as a 
member of the Ohio Bicentennial Commission and Ohio Historical 
Society Board.
ANSWER #1:  Right now, times are tough. I would prioritize 
the section of the office that handle consumer protection, anti-
trust, and anti-corruption efforts to ensure that Ohioans are 
being given a fair shake in the economy. These are not the most 
glamorous cases to bring, but they make a real difference for 
working people all across the state.
ANSWER #2: Everyone is equal under the law. I am 
campaigning the same way I will govern. That means going 

everywhere across the state and listening to the needs of 
The People of Ohio. The Ohio Attorney General is The People’s 
Lawyer, meaning your job is only accountable to The People, not 
the political whims of the Governor or the General Assembly or 
anyone else.
ANSWER #3: I have already filed multiple complaints with 
the Ohio Inspector General looking into the resignation of former 
Ohio State President Ted Carter and JobsOhio’s involvement in 
that and the lobbying practice of the Chairman of their Board. I 
have called upon the General Assembly to significantly rollback 
the privacy shield afforded JobsOhio, as we all have a right to see 
how our public money is used.

Check VOTE411.org for more information on candidates.
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QUESTION #1: What will you do to ensure that public funds 
are not misused?

QUESTION #2:  What is the auditor’s role in investigating non 
-public schools?

QUESTION #3:  How will you approach re-drawing legislative 
district lines?

ANNETTE BLACKWELL (D)

BIO: Education: Ursuline 
College, B.A., Public Relations 
& Corporate Communications; 
Cleveland State University, 
Certified Public Manager 
(OCPM); Indiana Wesleyan 
University, ASB;  St. Joseph High 
School, Cleveland, High School 
Diploma 

Experience: Mayor of Maple 
Heights, 2016-present; Deloitte, Senior Property Tax Analyst, 1999-
2016; University Hospitals Cleveland, Administrative Coordinator, 
1987-1999

Volunteer/Community Service: Black Women’s Political Action 
Committee; Cuyahoga County’s Citizens Advisory Council on 
Equity; Cuyahoga County’s Land Reutilization Corporation Board 

of Directors; Cuyahoga County Mayors & City Managers, Executive 
Board Member
ANSWER #1:  As Mayor of Maple Heights, I inherited a city 
in fiscal emergency and turned it around. I balanced budgets, 
restored honest accounting, and earned four consecutive Clean 
Audit Awards from the very office I’m now running to lead. As State 
Auditor, I’ll bring that same discipline statewide: proactive audits 
that catch problems early, transparent public reporting so Ohioans 
can see exactly how their money is spent, and accountability that 
applies to all public entities. Every dollar protected is a dollar that 
stays in our schools, roads, and communities.
ANSWER #2:  When a private institution accepts public 
dollars, it must accept all public accountability obligations. 
While state spending on private school tuition has increased, the 
oversight has not done so. We need mandatory regular audits 
of any schools receiving EdChoice and other voucher program 
dollars. We also must require regular, consistent financial, 
enrollment and attendance reports from these schools. And, we 
must hold all schools accountable for not complying with basic 
reporting requirements.
ANSWER #3:  As a member of the Ohio Redistricting 
Commission, I’ll fight for fair representation. Ohioans have made 
clear, again and again, that they want districts drawn fairly, and 
I’ll hold that line, even when it’s politically inconvenient. Fair maps 
mean real competition, real accountability, and a legislature that 
actually reflects the people it represents.

FRANK LAROSE (R)

BIO: Education: Ohio State 
University

Experience: Ohio Secretary 
of State (2018-Present), Ohio 
Senator (2010-2018), Member 
of the U.S. Army in the Ohio 
National Guard

ANSWER #1:   I will insist on 
strong, independent oversight, 
aggressive investigation of 

fraud, waste, and abuse, and clear accountability when public 
funds are misused. That includes supporting thorough financial 
and compliance audits, strengthening internal controls, 
encouraging timely reporting of suspicious activity, and using 
the office’s investigative tools to pursue wrongdoing wherever it 
occurs. Just as importantly, I believe prevention matters: training, 
transparency, and strong financial practices can stop problems 
before they become scandals. Taxpayers deserve confidence 
that every public dollar is being handled responsibly and that 
anyone who abuses the public trust will be held accountable. I will 
also support practical safeguards that help deter misuse before 
it starts across government.

ANSWER #2:  The Auditor’s role is to follow the public money. 
When non-public schools receive public funds or participate 

in publicly funded programs, the Auditor has a responsibility 
to ensure those dollars are used lawfully, properly, and in 
accordance with applicable requirements. The office’s role is not 
to interfere with the mission or beliefs of a non-public school, but 
to provide oversight wherever taxpayer funds are involved and 
to investigate credible allegations of misuse. That is the same 
standard that should apply across the board: if public dollars 
are being spent, the public has a right to expect accountability. 
The Auditor’s core authority is tied to public money and legal 
compliance, and to ensuring public funds are used for their 
intended purpose, with transparency and accountability.

ANSWER #3: I would approach redistricting with 
seriousness, transparency, and respect for both the Ohio 
Constitution and the people of our state. Ohioans may not 
always agree on the outcome, but they should be able to expect 
a process that is open, constitutional, and understandable to 
the public. The goal should be constitutional maps that provide 
clear representation, preserve communities where possible, 
and are drawn through a process the public can understand 
and trust. Because the Auditor serves on the seven-member 
Ohio Redistricting Commission, that responsibility requires 
independence, careful attention to legal standards, and a 
commitment to conducting the process openly and responsibly.

QUESTION #1: What will you do to promote voter 
participation?

QUESTION #2: What changes, if any, would you make to 
election security?

QUESTION #3:  How will you approach re-drawing legislative 
district lines?

TOM PRUSS (L)

BIO: Education: University of 
Toledo (attended)

Experience: Owner, Northcoast 
Print Mail Marketing

Volunteer/Community Service: 
Vice President-Northwest Ohio 
Polish Cultural Center Advisory 
Board

ANSWER #1:   First, 
eliminate unnecessary barriers 

to voting. I support same-day registration tied to routine 
interactions like driver’s license renewals, while keeping ballots 
clear, simple, and auditable.

Second, protect election integrity with common-sense voter ID 

- the same kind Ohioans already use for banking or travel - while 
ensuring free state IDs are available for anyone who needs one.

Third, break the two-party stranglehold. I support fair ballot access, 
open primaries, and voting reforms like ranked-choice or approval 
voting so voters have real choices.

Finally, increase transparency. Election data should be open, 
systems secure, and the Secretary of State must act as a neutral 
referee - not a partisan tool.

More participation happens when voters have access, trust, and 
real choices.

ANSWER #2:  Election security should focus on transparency, 
verifiability, and public trust. Ohio already has strong safeguards, 
but we can improve confidence by expanding risk-limiting audits, 
ensuring every vote has a verifiable paper trail, and making 
election data more transparent to the public.

Security measures must protect the integrity of elections without 
making it harder for eligible voters to participate. That means clear 
procedures, secure voter ID with free state IDs available to anyone 
who needs one, and consistent statewide standards for equipment 
and auditing.

The goal is simple: secure elections that are easy to vote in and 
hard to cheat in.

ANSWER #3:  Ohio voters have made it clear they want fair 
maps, not partisan gerrymandering. My approach is simple: the 
goal of redistricting should be to represent voters - not to protect 
politicians or political parties.

I support transparent map-drawing processes with public input 
and clear standards that prioritize compact districts, respect for 
communities, and competitiveness wherever possible. Ohioans 
should be able to see how maps are drawn and have meaningful 
opportunities to comment before they are finalized.

Most importantly, the rules must be applied fairly and consistently, 
regardless of which party benefits. Voters deserve districts where 
their voices actually matter and where elections are competitive, 
not predetermined.

ALLISON RUSSO (D)

BIO: Education: Allison Russo 
holds a doctoral degree in 
health policy from The George 
Washington University and 
a master’s degree in public 
health epidemiology from 
the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham.

Experience: Allison spent more than 20 years working to 
solve problems in health care, advising federal agencies and 
health systems on how to improve care for seniors, veterans, 
military families, and vulnerable communities. She then 
entered the state legislature in 2019, where she was later 
elected House Minority Leader. In that time she helped build 
a coalition to defeat the August 2023 Issue 1 “60% power 
grab” and then enshrine reproductive rights into Ohio’s 
constitution.

ANSWER #1:   I believe increasing voter participation and 
voter education should be key duties of the office. Ensuring 
that Ohioans are informed about how, when, and where to vote 
is essential to a strong democracy. This work relies on building 
partnerships with key communities, including school districts, 
universities, nonpartisan organizations focused on voting, faith 
communities, and local governments. These partners play a 
critical role in helping reach voters in their communities and 
encouraging civic participation. In addition, we should focus 
on making voting information more accessible. That includes 
reimagining the technologies voters use to access election 
information and register to vote. By improving the platforms 
voters rely on, we can ensure accurate information is readily 
available.

Continued on page 6
For more information on candidates, go to VOTE411.org

H H H H H H H H H H State ElectionsState Elections
AUDITOR - VOTE FOR 1

SECRETARY OF STATE - VOTE FOR 1
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*Indicates incumbent

QUESTION #1: What changes would you make, if any, to 
voting and elections policy?
QUESTION #2: How would you address concerns about the 
rising cost of living?
QUESTION #3: What changes would you make, if any, to 
immigration policy?

SHERROD BROWN (D) 
Candidate did not respond by publication deadline.

JON HUSTED (R) * 
Candidate did not respond by publication deadline.

GREG LEVY (I)
BIO: Candidate did not provide 
information.
ANSWER #1:  Our 
political system should 
belong to working people, not 
corporations and billionaires. 
I support outlawing corporate 
lobbying and corporate political 
donations, making Election Day 
a federal holiday, and banning 

racist gerrymandering and voter suppression. Further, I support 
measures which tie Congressional salaries to workers’ wages. 
Beyond elections; we are in desperate need of democratic 
systemic reform: replacing the undemocratic Senate with a 
representative national legislature, abolishing the unelected 
Supreme Court and transferring its powers to democratic 
institutions, and expanding direct participation through 
worker councils, neighborhood assemblies, and community 
organizations.
ANSWER #2:  The rising cost of living demands emergency 
action for working people. I support an immediate nationwide 
price freeze on essential goods and services, raising the federal 
minimum wage to $30 an hour, and canceling student, medical, 
and utility debt. I will fight to ban evictions and foreclosures, 
prohibit rent increases, and guarantee free universal childcare 
so families aren’t forced to choose between working and caring 
for their children. We can pay for these measures by cutting 
the Pentagon budget by 90% and taxing the massive windfall 
profits corporations have made while working people struggle 
to afford basic necessities. For too long, our policies have been 
dictated by the tiny clique of billionaires who stand to profit 
from rising costs.
ANSWER #3:  We must fundamentally change our 
immigration system to protect human dignity and workers’ 
rights. I support abolishing ICE, ending immigration raids 
and mass deportations, and closing immigration detention 
camps. We need a clear and immediate path to citizenship 
for undocumented immigrants already living and working in 

our communities. Immigrant workers should have full labor 
protections and the right to organize into unions without fear 
of retaliation or deportation. Immigration policy should never 
be used to divide workers, suppress wages, or pit people against 
one another.
Additionally, we must address the war machine and an 
imperialist foreign policy which compels so many to flee their 
home countries in the first place.

WILLIAM B. REDPATH (L)
BIO:  BA, Indiana University; 
MBA, The University of Chicago. 
Certified Public Accountant, 
Ohio & Illinois. Chartered 
Financial Analyst-Retired. 
Accredited Senior Appraiser, 
Business Valuation, American 
Society of Appraisers-Retired. 
Work Experience: Auditor 
or Accountant with Arthur 
Andersen & Co, Cincinnati; WISH-
TV, Indianapolis; ABC & NBC, 

New York. Total: 5 years. Business Appraiser, specializing in Media 
& Telecommunications, with BIA Advisory Services, Washington, 
and Summit Ridge Group, New York & Chicago. Total: 38 years. 
Co-Editor, Ballot Access News and ballot-access.org. National 
Ballot Access Coordinator, Libertarian Party. Treasurer, Libertarian 

National Committee & Libertarian Party of Ohio. Former Chair, 
Libertarian National Committee.
ANSWER #1:   A two party system is unnatural and only 
occurs through political repression, which we have in Ohio and 
the US because of very high signature requirements for non-
R&D candidates to get on the ballot. Our Single Member Plurality 
(single member legislative districts, person with the most votes 
wins) voting system props up the two old and unpopular parties, 
because it boxes too many people into feeling they have to vote 
for “the lesser of two evils.” I support Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) 
for single winner elections. But, elections for federal, state and 
local legislatures should be changed to either a system of “self-
districting,” whereby voters select the district they want to be in, 
or a system with multimember districts elected through RCV. This 
would allow non-R&D candidates to be elected.
ANSWER #2: Reduce Federal government spending. If not, 
we might have a debt crisis, the easiest response to which might 
be tolerating higher inflation.
End the Federal Reserve’s “dual mandate”: maximum 
employment and stable prices. Focus on an inflation rate no 
higher than 2% every year.
Repeal not just Trump’s tariffs, but all tariffs. I support a policy of 
unilateral free trade, which is a pro-consumer trade policy. We’re all 
consumers. It will also promote international peace.
President Trump just suspended the Jones Act, which is a 
protectionist maritime policy, for 60 days due to high oil prices. It 
should be totally repealed.

QUESTION #1: What are the most important functions of the 

state treasurer, and why?

QUESTION #2: How will you ensure transparency and 

accountability in state finances?

QUESTION #3: How will you use your position to improve 

fiscal literacy among Ohioans?

JAY EDWARDS (R)
Candidate did not respond by publication deadline.

SETH WALSH (D)

BIO: Education: Bachelor’s 
degree in Political Science, Xavier 
University

Experience: Seth is an 
accomplished nonprofit leader, 
securing $85 million in economic 
development funding as 
Executive Director of the College 
Hill Urban Redevelopment 
Corporation. First appointed 
to Cincinnati City Council in 

December 2022, he has championed millions of dollars in direct 
economic support to grow Cincinnati’s small businesses and 
neighborhoods. Seth is a member of the Cincinnati Retirement 
System Board of Trustees. A native of St. Joseph, Michigan, Seth 
graduated from Xavier University

Volunteer/Community Service: Seth has served as President of 
the Friends of Taft Legacy Foundation, and was Chairman of the 
Cincinnati Elections Commission. He founded the Cincy Soccer 
League in 2017, and for years was a member of the WCPO-TV 
Community Advisory Board.

ANSWER #1:  The Treasurer of Ohio has two top priorities: 
securing the state’s investments and stewarding our public 

pension funds. As Treasurer, I will ensure the state’s investments, 
pension funds, and revenue are managed with integrity and are 
used to strengthen our communities so all Ohioans thrive.

ANSWER #2:  There is no greater or more solemn 
responsibility to Ohioans than to maintain transparency and 
accountability in the Office of Treasurer of Ohio. As Treasurer of 
Ohio, I will ensure the state’s investments, pension funds, and 
revenue are managed with integrity.

ANSWER #3:  As Treasurer of Ohio, I will use my ability to 
convene and maximize the opportunity we have with banks, credit 
unions and other financial institutions who are providing fiscal 
literacy in our public schools and to adults throughout Ohio.

ANSWER #2:  One change I would make is increasing and 
stabilizing funding for our local Boards of Elections. Currently, 
funding for county Boards of Elections comes from a mix of 
state and county resources. As a result, some counties are well 
funded, while others only have enough resources to do the 
minimum required to carry out elections with limited staffing. 
When resources vary significantly by county, it can create 
gaps that make it harder for some jurisdictions to maintain the 

highest standards of security and efficiency. My knowledge and 
experience navigating the state budget process will be important 
in advocating for adequate funding for our Boards of Elections. 
Ensuring these offices have the staffing, technology, and training 
they need will help maintain secure, reliable elections.

ANSWER #3:  First, I believe Ohio’s redistricting process 
should NOT include any politician, including the Secretary of 

State. The current process is fundamentally broken because it 
relies on politicians to make unbiased decisions to fairly draw 
our gerrymandered districts, and it includes no enforcement 
power for the Ohio Supreme Court when bipartisan agreement 
cannot be reached. The Ohio Redistricting Commission will not 
meet to redraw district lines until after our next census in 2031, 
meaning that the Secretary of State that we elect this year will 
not sit on that commission unless reelected in 2030. However, 

I believe the role of the next Secretary of State is to give any 
future citizen-led ballot initiative that may reform our current 
redistricting process a fair shot with unbiased language.

ROBERT SPRAGUE (R)   
Candidate did not respond by publication deadline.

TREASURER OF STATE  - VOTE FOR 1

U.S. SENATOR  Unexpired Term Ending 1/3/2029 - VOTE FOR 1

Check VOTE411.org for more information on candidates.

H H H H H H H H H HState ElectionsState Elections
SECRETARY OF STATE - VOTE FOR 1
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*Indicates incumbent

QUESTION #1: What non-judicial legal experience qualifies 
you to be a judge?

QUESTION #2: What do you perceive as the greatest 
obstacle to justice, if any?

DANIEL R. HAWKINS (R) * 
Candidate did not respond by publication deadline.

MARILYN ZAYAS (D)

BIO: J.D. University of 
Cincinnati College of Law • CCNY 
Bachelor’s in Computer Science. 
Served several times at the 
Ohio Supreme Court to replace 
a recused justice by selection 
of the Ohio Chief Justice • Ohio 
Court of Appeals Judge since 
2016; Decided over 2000 appeal 
cases across Ohio • Attorney 
nearly 20 years • Provided 

legal education and training to attorneys, including prosecutors, 
criminal defense attorneys, and civil litigators • Alum of the FBI 
Citizens Academy • Procter & Gamble IT Manager. Creator & 

program director of the Educating Tomorrow’s Leaders student 
program • U.C. College of Law Dean’s Advisory Board • Past Board 
member Beech Acres Parenting Center • Partnered with law 
enforcement for years helping crime victims

ANSWER #1: My non-judicial experience is shaped by my 
personal journey & nearly 20 years as an attorney. I grew up in 
a neighborhood devastated by drugs and crime and was raised 
by a mother with a seventh-grade education who worked as a 
factory seamstress. She taught me hard work, perseverance, & 
integrity. I earned a degree in computer science and worked as 
an IT manager at Procter & Gamble, developing strong analytical 
and problem-solving skills. I used my savings to attend law school, 
then represented individuals, families, and businesses in complex 
legal matters. My police officer brother was nearly killed by a drunk 
driver in the line of duty. These experiences showed me how the 

law affects real people and strengthened my commitment to fair, 
independent courts, rule of law and safe communities.

ANSWER #2: The greatest obstacle to justice is unequal 
resources: wealth provides advantages that hard-working 
Americans often lack. This can affect cases from the outset. 
Public defenders face heavy caseloads with limited support. In civil 
matters, such as custody and family disputes, many cannot afford 
attorneys, preventing them from pursuing cases or forcing them 
to represent themselves at a major disadvantage. Even small fines 
or fees can lead to escalating barriers. This challenges our ideal of 
equal treatment under the law. I believe that practical, bipartisan 
initiatives, such as better funding for legal aid, greater access to 
information about court proceedings, and streamlined processes, 
can level the playing field while maintaining public safety and 
accountability for all.

*Indicates incumbent

QUESTION #1: What non-judicial legal experience qualifies 
you to be a judge?

QUESTION #2: What do you perceive as the greatest 
obstacle to justice, if any?

JENNIFER BRUNNER (D)

BIO:  Miami University 
1975-1978 B.S. Sociology-
Gerontology, Cum Laude; 
Capital University Law School 
1979-1982 J.D. Law (1983), 
Order of the Curia; University 
of York, UK, PhD, Sociology 
(remote study) expected 
2027. Justice, Supreme Court 
of Ohio, elected 2020; Judge, 
Tenth District Court of Appeals, 

2014 – 2021; Judge, Franklin County Court of Common Pleas, 
2000 – 2005; Secretary of State of Ohio, January 2007 – 2011; 
private law practice, 3/1987 – 12/2000, 9/2005 - 1/2007, 
1/2011 - 12/2014. Past Board Member, Center for Community 
Solutions, Cleveland (2013 to 2019); Past Board Chair/Member, 
Legacy Fund of Central Ohio (2012 to 2021); OxFam America, 
Ambassador (2014-2021); various local and state government 
boards (1991-2021).

ANSWER #1:   As Ohio’s first woman Secretary of State 
(2007-2011), I served as the state’s chief election officer and 
supervised the state’s 88 bipartisan county boards of elections; 
promulgated rules and issued directives and instructions for 
the fair conduct of elections in Ohio. I oversaw a staff of 200 
and was personally involved in settling litigation issues on 
election administration regarding the 2008 Obama election. 
I received the John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award, the 
nation’s most prestigious award for elected public servants, for 
what Caroline Kennedy called, “dauntless commitment to the 
enfranchisement of every Ohio voter.”

ANSWER #2: I believe that we must continue to improve 
access to justice through legal reform initiatives. That is why I have 
advocated for the use of technology to improve court efficiency 
and accessibility. Commitment to diversity and inclusion within the 
judiciary also requires vigilance in making sure our courts reflect 
the diversity in our state. Finally, I believe that public confidence 
in the independence of our courts is imperative. Justice requires 
fairness, access and rule of law in decision making. It is neither red 
nor blue. It is and should be above the fray of politics.

COLLEEN O’DONNELL  (R) *
Candidate did not respond by publication deadline.

JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT  Term Begins 1/1/2027  - VOTE FOR 1

JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT  Term Begins 1/2/2027  - VOTE FOR 1

For more information on candidates, go to VOTE411.org

H H H H H H H H H H State ElectionsState Elections

End product price support programs, like the sugar support 
system, which causes sugar to cost double the world average.
Terminate all corporate welfare and farm subsidies.
ANSWER #3: I agree with Alex Nowrasteh of the Cato 
Institute:
“All immigration should be allowed except for a handful of people 

who fall into the categories of criminals, terrorists, the seriously 
ill, or others who would harm the life, liberty, and property of 
people here. Libertarian and classical liberal values, American 
Enlightenment values, our support of free market capitalism, and 
support for meritocracy all compel us to support free immigration.”
Open immigration would be the greatest anti-poverty program 
in history. Economist Michael Clemens has estimated that free 

immigration would increase the amount of global economic 
production, Gross World Product, by 50-150% – that’s $50-$150 
trillion of extra production a year. The United States will benefit 
from a more open immigration system.

STEPHEN FARIS (I) (WRITE-IN)  
Candidate did not respond by publication deadline.

ANTHONY HOLLIMAN (I) (WRITE-IN) 
Candidate did not respond by publication deadline.

TIMOTHY TELYMONDE (I) (WRITE-IN) 
Candidate did not respond by publication deadline.

U.S. SENATOR  Unexpired Term Ending 1/3/2029 - VOTE FOR 1

H H H H H H H H H H H H
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OHIO STATEWIDE BALLOT ISSUE FALL 2026
H H H H H H H H H H HState IssuesState Issues

Check VOTE411.org for more information on candidates.

Issue 3: Proposed Constitutional 
Amendment to require voters to 
present photo identification in 
order to vote

 A “yes” vote supports amending the Ohio Constitution to:
•	 Enshrine into the Ohio Constitution the state’s current voter 

ID law for those voting in person at the Early Voting Location 
or on Election Day.

•	 Constitutionally require specific documents to count as 
voter ID including: a driver’s license or state ID card issued 
by the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles or its successor 
agency or a temporary document issued by that agency for 
an applicant to use while waiting to receive the license or 
card that contains all the same information; a U.S. passport 
or passport card; a U.S. military ID card; an Ohio National 
Guard ID card; or an ID card issued by the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs or its successor agency.

•	 Allow  the Ohio General Assembly to continue to choose 
whether to require photo ID to vote by mail.

A “no” vote opposes amending the Ohio Constitution to 
enshrine Ohio’s existing photo ID requirements. If this does 
not pass, Ohio’s current photo ID law remains in effect, and the 
General Assembly would continue to have the authority to pass 
voter ID legislation.  

Supporters say:
•	 Enshrining Ohio’s current voter ID law into the state 

Constitution may strengthen election integrity.
•	 By embedding the current voter ID requirements into the 

Ohio Constitution, this measure would prevent the Ohio 
General Assembly from changing those requirements unless 
voters approve a future constitutional amendment.

•	 Though Ohio is widely regarded as a national leader for its 
election security,  this amendment may improve public trust 
in elections.

•	 Currently, Ohio residents 17 and older can get a free State ID 
from Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles if they do not have a valid 
Ohio driver’s license.

•	 This proposal grants the Ohio General Assembly the power 
to approve additional types of photo ID beyond those listed, 
maintaining election security as technological standards 
evolve.

Opponents say:
•	 The amendment is redundant and wasteful, because Ohio 

election law already requires this exact list of photo IDs.
•	 Ohio’s Constitution ought to be reserved for foundational 

rights and principles, rather than policies that can be 
enacted and modified through regular Ohio legislation. 
Details of election law are better updated through the 
legislative process as technology and security needs change. 

•	 By calling for physical documents and cards when the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs only offers digital ID, the 
language of this proposed Constitutional Amendment is 
already outdated. 

•	 Obtaining the prescribed forms of acceptable ID and 
underlying documents required to get the prescribed IDs 
can be costly, may not be readily available, and could be ruled 
to be a form of poll tax. While Ohio currently offers free state 
IDs from the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles, that law could 
be revoked at any time. The proposed amendment would 
disproportionately affect seniors, people with disabilities, 
students, married women, and rural Ohioans.

•	 By only covering ID requirements for in-person voting and 
not including voting by mail, this proposed Constitutional 
Amendment doesn’t treat all forms of voting equally.

For the complete text of the amendment, go to
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/136/ 
sjr10/documents

For the language that will appear on the ballot, go to
https://www.ohiosos.gov/assets/certified-ballot-
language-08-03-2026.pdf

U.S. HOUSE DISTRICT 10 - VOTE FOR 1
*Indicates incumbent

QUESTION #1: What changes would you make, if any, to 
voting and elections policy?
QUESTION #2: How would you address concerns about the 
rising cost of living?
QUESTION #3: What changes would you make, if any, to 
immigration policy?

KRISTINA KNICKERBOCKER (D) 
BIO: Azusa Pacific University: 
BSN, University of Southern 
California: ROTC, The Ohio 
State University: MSN. Neuro-
Oncology Nurse Practitioner, 
Major in the United States Air 
Force, Mom of two. In Military 
I staffed medical tents. As a 
civilian I’m involved with church 
fundraisers, volunteering at 
children’s schools, mentor and 

mentee programs, collecting/ distributing donations for local 
churches and community needs.
ANSWER #1: Protect voting rights for all Americans and make 
it easier, not harder, to register to vote by passing pro-democracy 
bills like The John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act.

ANSWER #2: Repeal the Trump tariffs: These are making 
everything from groceries to healthcare more expensive. It has 
caused many Americans to lose jobs due to the increased costs 
impacting business owners.
Affordable Housing: We need a National Affordable Housing 
Policy that prioritizes both creating good jobs, replacing 
outdated bureaucracy, and fast tracking construction projects 
to help the millions of Americans struggling to keep a roof over 
their head.
Focus on helping Ohioans by addressing the childcare & 
eldercare crisis, placing a moratorium on Data Centers, passing 
regulations on AI & Data Centers, Reinstate the Affordable Care 
Act (ACA)’s enhanced premium tax credits, fixing egregious 
loopholes for billionaires and corporations to ensure they pay at 
least the same rate that you do.
ANSWER #3: When armed, untrained federal agents enter 
communities wearing masks and using deadly force, it destroys 
public trust and undermines local law enforcement. The deaths are 
the result of an administration that has shown deep disregard for 
the Constitution, state and local authority, and the will of the people.
This kind of violence has nothing to do with border security, and 
it’s most definitely not making our communities safer. I believe 
in balancing border security with humanitarian policies. We 
must modernize technology at ports of entry, offer pathways to 
citizenship for long-term residents/DREAMers, and prioritize 
targeting criminals and drug/human trafficking over terrorizing 
community members and violating the United States Constitution.

H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H
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H H H H H H H H H H State ElectionsState Elections
U.S. HOUSE DISTRICT 10 - VOTE FOR 1

2ND DISTRICT COURT OF APPEALS - VOTE FOR 1
*Indicates incumbent

CHRIS EPLEY  (R) *  
This race is uncontested. No other candidate filed to run for this 
position.

THOMAS F. MCMASTERS (L)
BIO:  MAT The Citadel, BS 
Mathematics and Physics SUNY 
College at Buffalo. Retired AF 
Officer. Mayor Huber Heights, OH
ANSWER #1:   I would like 
to see ballots where only the 
candidates’ names appear. no 
party affiliation, no incumbency. 
Additionally, I do not believe the 
government should be paying 
the costs to run primaries for 
political parties.

I would like to see the nomination system changed. In the new 
system every voter that wants to participate can get a secure 
voter card, like the military CAC, that allows them to go online 
and nominate one candidate per office. Candidates would go to 
a board of elections website; create a profile for the office they 
desire and then convince people to go online and nominate them. 
Like the current petition system this would not be anonymous. The 
candidates with the 4 highest nominations would go to the primary 
and the top two would go to the general election.
ANSWER #2: I am most concerned about the increase 
in utility and energy costs. We have been talking electric grid 
concerns for at least a decade. As unintuitive as it may sound Texas 
has been a leader in adopting green energy technologies. This has 

helped stabilize the energy grid in that state.

Unfortunately, Ohio has lagged in this area. The new $33 billion 
9.2-Gigawatt plant slated for Portsmouth will help ease the 
demands from a gigantic data center planned for that area. What 
people don’t realize is that the cooling of thermal power plants 
like this uses over 40% of the total amount of water used in this 
country. We aren’t going to get rid of fossil fuel-based power, but 
we can’t be antagonist to green energy either.

ANSWER #3: We don’t need people stacked 100 deep at 
the boarder looking to enter the United States. We don’t need 
ICE going to swearing in ceremonies to deport people that have 
legitimately made it that far into the citizenship process.

When I was in high school the US population was 220 million and 
movies like Soylent Green conveyed a warning of over population. 
Today the US population is around 340 million. Though we have 
proven we can adapt, I am not convinced our population needs to 
get bigger.
I am not interested in an immigration policy that promotes 
large numbers of people permanently settling in the United 
States nor am I interested in a policy that inhumanely treats 
those that are here.

MIKE TURNER (R) *
Candidate did not respond by publication deadline.

SENATE DISTRICT 5 - VOTE FOR 1
*Indicates incumbent

QUESTION #1: What type of tax reform, if any, would 
best serve Ohio?
QUESTION #2: How would you address concerns 
about the rising cost of living? 
QUESTION #3:  What are your priorities for K-12 and 
higher education?

JEFFREY HARRIS (D)  
BIO: Education - Sinclair 
Community College/ 
Liberal Arts and Science/ 
Colorado Technical 
University (online) Global 
Business Administration/ 
International Business
Experience - Grant 
writing, program creator/
facilitator, community 
philanthropy, financial 
consultation

ANSWER #1: My tax reform proposal is built on one 
principle: Ohioans deserve tax relief, but tax relief should 
never require us to sacrifice the future of our children or 
the basic services our communities depend upon. I will 
not promise to eliminate a tax without explaining how we 
replace the revenue. I will not promise property-tax relief 
by taking money away from our schools. I will not promise 
municipal tax relief while ignoring police, fire, EMS, roads 
and other essential services. I will not tell Ohio taxpayers 
that government can simply find enough “waste” to pay 
for everything without proving the savings. Instead, my 
approach is simple: Target the relief. Protect the schools. 
Protect essential services. Control the cost. Measure the 
results.
ANSWER #2: Lower the cost of building housing, 
make the working person’s dollar go further, attack the 
cost of necessities, build an Ohio workforce that earns 
more. Make childcare apart of the workforce solution, 
bring empty property back into the economy, give small 
businesses room to breathe, make transportation apart 
of affordability.
ANSWER #3: My education priority is to build an Ohio 
where every child has access to a quality education, every 
young person can discover a pathway toward a productive 

future, and every adult has an opportunity to continue 
learning, retraining, or developing the skills necessary to 
succeed.

PHIL PLUMMER (R)
BIO:  Education - Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Management- Associate Degree in Criminal Justice
Experience - FBI National Academy
ANSWER #1:   We have already lowered our State 
Income tax to a flat 2.75 percent. We have passed 
numerous Property tax bills recently, where homeowners 
will see some relief. We must continue working on property 
taxes.
ANSWER #2: We have made substantial energy policy 
changes, so now we have new energy companies doing 
business in Ohio. We are not producing enough energy; 
however, this will change once the companies are fully 
operational.
ANSWER #3: First of all, we need to fully fund 
education so our teachers have the best tools available to 
do their jobs. We have to ensure our children are attending 
school and have safe learning environments. Our children 
are our future; let’s make the proper investment in them.
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*Indicates incumbent

QUESTION #1: What type of tax reform, if any, would best 
serve Ohio?
QUESTION #2: How would you address concerns about the 
rising cost of living? 
QUESTION #3:  What are your priorities for K-12 and higher 
education?

TOM HERNER (D)
BIO:  Education - Wright State 
University
Experience - Certified Fiduciary 
& Investment Risk Specialist 
(CFIRS)
ANSWER #1:   When you 
Hire Herner for your statehouse, 
I will work on solving Ohio’s 
income tax and property tax 
headaches. Ohio is facing 
some of the highest property 

taxes in the nation. At the same time, our legislature is phasing 
out income tax and taking municipal tax dollars from our cities. 

When you Hire Herner for your statehouse I will:
*Champion efforts to bring meaningful solutions to the property 
tax problem Ohioans are facing.
*Reduce the tax burden of retirees and fixed income earners 
through the homestead tax exemption.
*Renovate the municipal tax code and restrict the state’s control 
over municipal income tax collection.
*Return Ohio to a multi-tier income tax system.
ANSWER #2: When you Hire Herner for your statehouse, 
I will work on addressing the cost of living crisis. Ohioans are 
facing higher prices everywhere, from major purchases like a 
home or a car to utilities and groceries. When you Hire Herner 
for your statehouse I will:

*Be a voice for working families, first.
*Work to address the utility crisis Ohioans face by holding utility 
companies accountable to the people. 
*Introduce state incentives to reduce childcare costs for Ohioans 
starting a family.
*Reduce regressive taxes like sales & use tax.
*Stop illegal tariffs from wrecking our economy.
*Expand Grants for Grads homebuyers program to include 
downpayment assistance.
ANSWER #3: When you Hire Herner for your statehouse, I will 
work on strengthening our public schools and universities. Ohio 
public schools have been decimated by our legislators and state-
level politicians. When you Hire Herner for your statehouse I will:

H H H H H H H HMontgomery CountyMontgomery County

*Indicates incumbent

QUESTION #1: What type of tax reform, if any, would best serve Ohio?
QUESTION #2: How would you address concerns about the rising cost of living? 
QUESTION #3:  What are your priorities for K-12 and higher education?

ROSE LOUNSBURY (D)
BIO:  Education - Bachelor of Arts in Education from 
Western Michigan University, Master of Arts in Teaching 
from Miami University
Experience - Middle school English Language Arts 
(ELA) teacher at Northmont Schools (4 years), Middle 
school ELA teacher at West Carrollton Schools (3 
years), Teacher consultant for the Ohio Writing Project 
(6 years), Professional organizer (self-employed) (11 
years)
ANSWER #1: I believe there are many reforms needed 
to ensure that our tax dollars are going where they need 

to: towards the services and improvements across Ohio that make life better for all of us. I 
also support the idea of creating a Grandparent Tax Credit for families who choose to live in 
multigenerational households.
Ohio’s property taxes will not stop rising if we do not fix the way we fund public schools 
and local governments. Voters continue to be over-levied, constantly asked to raise 
property taxes to fund police, fire, and public schools. These essential services should 
not be tied to property taxes, and I will fight to shift the tax burden off of property owners.
ANSWER #2: There are huge opportunities to address the skyrocketing utility bills 
that are impacting families across the state. Whether it’s ensuring that data centers are 
well regulated and paying their fair share, and ensuring that the corruption that led to 
the First Energy crisis ends for good, we have a responsibility to ensure that Ohioans 
aren’t choosing between their household bills and putting food on the table.
ANSWER #3:  My number one priority is ending the voucher program that has 
drained billions of dollars from our public schools, leading to cuts across the state, and 
constant levies for districts struggling to pay their bills.
With representatives like my opponent, who refuse to support public school funding, we 
will continue to see worse student outcomes and higher property taxes.

ANDREA WHITE (R)*
BIO:  Education - B.A., Wright State University
Experience = State Representative, Ohio House 
District 36 2021-26; Kettering Municipal Court Clerk 
of Court, 17 years; Small Business Owner and Business 
Consultant, 15 years; prior work in communications 
and human resources in health care and developmental 
disabilities fields.
ANSWER #1: The number one thing we can do 
for tax reform is to reform government spending. I 
support zero-based budgeting for all state agencies 
and requiring all spending to be tied to outcomes and 

results to cut waste/increase accountability. When we cut income taxes, revenues 
increase – at the end of FY25 in June, Ohio had a 1.75 billion surplus. All surplus should 
be given back to taxpayers. I support increasing the income level for the homestead 
exemption for property taxes so more Ohioans qualify, We also need foreclosure 
protections, and valuation/appeals streamlining to avoid skyrocketing spikes. We need 
to end limitless data center tax credits and require companies who receive tax breaks 
from local/state government to generate equal economic impact or require them to pay 
the incentive back.
ANSWER #2: I support temporary elimination of the $.38/gallon gas tax for Ohioans, 
with shortfalls made up by a one-time offsetting increase in out-of-state trucker fees 
and state rainy day funds so road improvements don’t fall behind. We need to reduce 
sales tax on more products families need for daily living. Data centers must generate 
their own behind-the-meter electricity and pay for all supporting infrastructure so 
consumers do not bear any increased electricity costs because of them. I continue 
to advocate for expanding publicly funded child care and preschool support, with tax 
credits for working families for these expenses so more people can increase their 
income. I also focus on expanding workforce training/upskilling, and job seeking support 
to help people increase their wages.
ANSWER #3:  My focus is helping all students achieve a post-high school credential/
skill so they can support themselves and their families and grow their communities. 
That means first focusing on early childhood development and learning to ensure 
kindergarten readiness (greatest predictor of finishing high school), building reading/
math skills, and providing career pathway planning/training through graduation. 
We need increased state funding for schools to offset skyrocketing property values/

inflation, with more support for special ed and struggling students. Higher ed must 
continue to align with in-demand job realities, evolve with AI/tech, and reduce timelines/
costs through expanded credits and training in high school. Computer and AI use must 
not replace core human skills and critical thinking.

CHUCK HORN (I)
Candidate did not respond before publication deadline.

OHIO HOUSE DISTRICT 36 - VOTE FOR 1

OHIO HOUSE DISTRICT 37 - VOTE FOR 1

Check VOTE411.org for more information on candidates.
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OHIO HOUSE DISTRICT 37 - VOTE FOR 1

OHIO HOUSE DISTRICT 38 - VOTE FOR 1

For more information on candidates, go to VOTE411.org

*Indicates incumbent

DESIREE TIMS (D) *  
This race is uncontested. No other candidate filed to run for this 
position.

H H H H H H H H H H H H 

*Return Ohio to a bi-partisan plan for funding public education, 
which will fund our schools in accordance with the Ohio 
Constitution.
*Reduce the anti-public education voucher system that siphons 
billions of dollars away from Ohio public schools annually.
*Work to repeal anti-public education legislation like my 
opponent’s flagship legislation: The Higher Education 
Destruction Act (SB1).
*Promote legislation to increase public school attendance rates.
*Generate opportunity through in-state public university 
scholarships for Ohio residents.

TOM YOUNG (R) *
BIO: Experience - I’m a 
businessman, father and State 
Representative. A Miamisburg 
High School and Miami 
University graduate, I’ve spent 
most of my life in the district I 
represent. I believe leadership 
means listening, bringing 
people together, solving 
problems and delivering results.
ANSWER #1: Your home 

going up in value on paper doesn’t mean your paycheck or 
retirement check went up. We finally acted. I voted to limit growth 

from the 20-mill floor to inflation, increase the homeowner 
rollback and rein in tax growth from inside millage. We also 
gave counties the ability to effectively double the Homestead 
Exemption for qualifying homeowners. If your county 
commissioners haven’t acted, call them and demand they do. 
We gave them the tool. Now use it. We’ve made real progress, but 
I’m not done. You shouldn’t be taxed out of the home you worked 
your whole life to own.
ANSWER #2: You don’t need me to tell you things cost too 
much. You know it when you buy groceries or open your property-
tax and electric bills. I voted for major property-tax relief and a 
major overhaul of Ohio’s energy laws. We repealed costly parts 
of HB 6 and changed how our electric market works. Now we 
have to deal with the enormous power demands of data centers. 
My position is simple: if a data center creates the cost, the data 

center should pay it. Your family and small business shouldn’t 
subsidize some of the wealthiest companies in the world. Growth 
is good. Sticking you with the bill isn’t.
ANSWER #3: If your child can’t read, write, do math and 
think for themselves, we have failed them. I have been a leading 
voice in the House on literacy because reading changes a child’s 
life. I want teachers teaching and children thinking, not kids 
spending their school day staring at screens. We must properly 
fund education and demand results for those dollars. I support 
parents having choices, but taxpayer money isn’t a blank 
check. Our voucher system needs strong academic standards, 
transparency and accountability. As Higher Education Chair, I’m 
pushing lower costs, three-year degrees, workforce pathways, 
free speech and universities that answer to students, parents 
and taxpayers.

OHIO HOUSE DISTRICT 39 - VOTE FOR 1

OHIO HOUSE DISTRICT 40 - VOTE FOR 1

*Indicates incumbent

QUESTION #1: What type of tax reform, if any, would best 
serve Ohio?
QUESTION #2: How would you address concerns about the 
rising cost of living? 
QUESTION #3:  What are your priorities for K-12 and higher 
education?

MARK CAMPBELL (R)
Candidate did not respond before publication deadline.

DAQUAN NEAL (D)
BIO: Education - Bachelors 
degree Political science. 
Bachelors degree Psychology
Experience - 2 years Ohio 
Senate. 2 years in Ohio House of 
Representatives
ANSWER #1: I am an 
advocate of a progressive tax 
policy that would aim to tax 
Ohio’s highest earners, the 
millionaire class or 1 percent an 

increased share to ease the burden on lower income earners who 
pay an unfair proportion of their income in taxes. The greatest tax 

burden falls on the middle class and I have no intention of being 
quiet about it while we pass a flat tax rate that overwhelmingly 
benefits the ultra wealthy who didn’t need a tax break.
ANSWER #2: I believe that we should have a standardized 
Livable wage in Ohio. One that is high enough for people to have one 
job and pay all of their necessities. I also believe that there should 
be protections in place to prevent corporations and companies from 
price gauging citizens after they finally receive a livable wage. Price 
controls are a scary word to corporations but we need regulation 
to prevent predatory companies and corporations from taking 
advantage of situations like they did during the pandemic. If we 
implement a livable wage in Ohio with the necessary protections 
in place I truly believe it will be the most transformational piece of 
legislation in the last 50 years of the state.

ANSWER #3: I am a big proponent of skilled trades so I would 
like to see a return of life skills in our schools like Home-Ec. I 
personally teach a basic vehicle maintenance program to driving 
age teens so they might learn the basics of taking care of their 
future vehicle. It’s important that we highlight how important 
basic life skills are for our students. I also have a program called 
Daquan’s Students of Ohio and Forever Curios. Both programs 
teach kids the importance of Civic engagement, the power of 
their voice and vote, critical and independent thinking skills, 
media literacy, and more. My priorities with education are to 
make sure that every child has access to a meal while they attend 
a school in Ohio and that when they leave school the have a skill 
that may help them be their best selves.

*Indicates incumbent

QUESTION #1: What type of tax reform, if any, would best 
serve Ohio?
QUESTION #2: How would you address concerns about the 
rising cost of living? 
QUESTION #3:  What are your priorities for K-12 and higher 
education?

RODNEY CREECH (R) *
Candidate did not respond before publication deadline.

TIMOTHY B. HORNBACKER (D)
BIO: Education - BA DePauw 
University, MS Nursing Phoenix 
University, Paramedic Clark 
State
Experience - Retired owner 
operator Hornbacker 
Earthmoving, retired owner 
operator Big Four Dairy Farm, 
Retired 20 years as Registered 
Nurse

ANSWER #1: Simply those of us who have more have to be 
willing to help those who have less.

ANSWER #2: Contain energy costs. Data centers should supply 
their own electricity. Drop the subsidies for inefficient energy 
suppliers and support the most cost effective.

ANSWER #3: Return to full support for public education 
where the intermingling of every individual personality teaches 
acceptance and understanding.

JOSHUA A. UMBAUGH (L) 
BIO: Education - Bachelor of 
Fine Arts, Adrian College
Experience - Multiple experiences 
with teams, committees, and 
boards of various types
ANSWER #1:   Apparently the 
lottery and legalized gambling 
haven’t solved all of the state’s 
financial woes.

Continued on page 12
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Montgomery County Commissioner� Vote for 1
* Indicates incumbent

QUESTION 1:  What do you believe are the most important issues facing the County?
QUESTION 2:  What skills and experiences qualify you to serve as a County 
Commissioner?
QUESTION 3: What do you see as the best approach to providing property tax relief?

MARGIE CHRISTIE (R)
BIO: BA, University of Dayton, 10 years experience in 
corporate travel management, 15 years experience in 
non-profit managment
ANSWER #1: The issue I hear most from residents is 
affordability. People want to be able to build and maintain 
the life they’re working hard for, and they’re worried 
about rising costs. The core question is whether the 
county can deliver and maintain essential services at a 
cost taxpayers can reasonably afford. That means being 
disciplined with spending, transparent in our decisions, 
and focused on providing services efficiently so families 

and businesses can thrive without being overburdened.
ANSWER #2: For the past 15 years I have had hands-on experience serving families 
in Montgomery County. I have seen first-hand how decisions made at the County level 
impact citizens and businesses in their everyday lives. I have seen what we as a community 
do well and what we can better. I have managed budgets and staffing with transparency 
and accountability. I know how to build partnerships to overcome challenges and solve 
problems.
ANSWER #3: The best path to property tax relief is disciplined spending, stronger 
oversight, and a commitment to growing our tax base through economic development 
and job growth. We should control costs first, increase transparency so taxpayers can see 
exactly where their money goes, and provide targeted relief to homeowners most affected 
by rising valuations. When government operates efficiently and responsibly, we can ease 
the burden on families without sacrificing essential services 

CAROLYN RICE (D) *
BIO: BS Education Miami University; MBA Wright State 
University; Genesee Institute’s Community Land Reform 
Initiatives executive education program; OSU’s John Glenn 
College of Public Affairs Public Leadership Academy
ANSWER #1: Being prepared for “What is Next” is the 
most important issue facing our county. Being prepared 
requires experience, discipline and the knowledge of not 
only what is needed, but also how the process works. 
Major changes on the horizon will place additional 
pressure on affordable housing, homelessness, food, job 

creation and preparing our youth to be the next generation of community leaders. I am 
committed to developing transparent solutions that will serve our citizens well on these 
issues.
ANSWER #2: I am a proven leader with both government and private sector experience 
that give me the insights to lead Montgomery County. My experience as a teacher, business 
leader, County Treasurer, and County Commissioner position me well to navigate changes 
impacting our community. An educator sees potential, my finance expertise provides 
discipline and stewardship, and as commissioner I bring many competing needs into a 
common vision. Experienced, proven leadership is crucial for our success.
ANSWER #3: Property tax relief should be funded by the state by increasing Homestead 
and Rollback amounts while expanding the program to more homeowners using the state’s 
$1.8 billion budget surplus fund. Property taxes pay for critical government services such 
as police, fire, roads, and human services and are approved by voters. I will continue to be a 
good steward of taxpayer dollars and am committed to working across the aisle to restore 
local government funds and stand up for fair school funding.

County Auditor� Vote for 1
* Indicates incumbent

QUESTION 1:  Describe the skills and experience that qualify you to be the County 
Auditor.
QUESTION 2:  What do you hope to achieve if elected?

KARL KEITH (D) *
BIO: Karl Keith has served as Montgomery County 
Auditor since 2000. A Certified Cash Manager and past 
President of the CAAO, he holds degrees from Ashland 
College and Miami University, is a lifetime NAACP 
member, and 2020 Fair Housing award winner.
ANSWER #1: I bring over two decades of experience 
serving Montgomery County as your County Auditor. 
I have led the office through major challenges, 
including the housing market crash and Memorial Day 
tornadoes. My office protects consumers by stopping 
retail overpricing and fighting to prevent fraud at the 

gas pump. I am a leading advocate for tax relief, with a proven record of standing up for 
taxpayers. I will continue fighting for fairness and delivering results for our community.
ANSWER #2: If elected, I will continue to ensure responsible stewardship of 
taxpayer dollars while advocating for meaningful property tax relief that does not come 
at the expense of local jurisdictions and essential services. I will work to provide more 
transparency and accessibility in local government. My goal is to protect property owners 
and consumers, strengthen trust in government, and advocate for policies that keep 
Montgomery County financially strong and responsive to its citizens.

TAMMY L. MURPHY (R)
BIO: Real Estate Broker w/25+ years of experience 
in property valuation & market analysis. Degrees in 
Administration & Real Estate; Certificates in Human 
Resources, Entrepreneur, & Marketing. Former Dental 
Financial Coordinator managing systems / accounts
ANSWER #1: For more than 25 years as a REALTOR®, I 
have worked directly with property values and the financial 
decisions families make when buying or selling a home. 
That experience has shown me how property values affect 
homeownership opportunities, financial stability, and the 
ability to remain in a home over time. Protecting property 

rights and ensuring fairness in valuation and taxation have long been part of my work in our 
communities. I will bring that same commitment to the Auditor’s office.
ANSWER #2: I will focus on strengthening transparency, modernization, and 
accountability within the Auditor’s office. Residents deserve clear, easy access to property 
data and financial records. This includes modern online tools, simplified property search 
systems, and clearer explanations of valuations and tax calculations. As Auditor, accurate 
data is critical not just for our residents but for our municipalities as well. My goal is to make 
the office more responsive while advocating for taxpayers.

Common Pleas Judge
Term Begins 1/1/2027� Vote for 1
*Indicates incumbent

SUSAN D. SOLLE *
This is not a contested race.  No other candidates filed to run for the position.

Common Pleas Judge
Term Begins 1/2/2027� Vote for 1
* Indicates incumbent

QUESTION 1: Describe your experience that qualifies you to be a Common Pleas Court 
Judge.
QUESTION 2: Who would you choose as a mentor or role model as a judge, and why?
 

ANNE KEETON
BIO: University of Virginia, B.A. in Economics (2000); 
University of Kentucky College of Law, J.D. (2003); 
Twenty-three years of practice as a litigator and trial 
attorney in courts across Ohio. Served as Acting 
Magistrate in the Dayton Municipal Court. President of 
the Dayton Bar Association (2023-2024)
ANSWER #1: I’ve spent 23 years as a trial 
attorney advocating for individuals, families, and 

H H H H H H H HMontgomery CountyMontgomery County

Check VOTE411.org for more information on candidates.

COUNTY RACES

We need lower income taxes, and property taxes. While lobbyist 
continually get breaks and sweetheart deals, it’s time that the 
hardworking people of Ohio get a well deserved break!

ANSWER #2: While a lot of this is inflation caused at the 
federal level, it would be encouraging to see Ohio reduce the tax 
burden as well as some regulatory burden on our citizens. We 
need to stop the corporate welfare, and let hard working folks keep 

more of their earnings, during this difficult time of rising costs.
ANSWER #3: I believe that school choice is imperfect and 
has a few issues that could be adjusted, but is a step in the right 
direction.

The incentives of high school administrations need to continue 
to evolve. For too long high schools always had success based 
on the number of students who went on to college. We know that 
success in life isn’t necessarily based on higher education.

OHIO HOUSE DISTRICT 40 - VOTE FOR 1
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businesses throughout Ohio, and I’ve earned a reputation for sound judgment, 
fairness, and integrity. Earlier in my career, I gained judicial experience serving 
as Acting Magistrate in Dayton Municipal Court, applying the law consistently and 
impartially, and I hold an AV-rating, the highest peer-reviewed rating for attorneys. I’m 
proud to have served as President of the Dayton Bar Association.
ANSWER #2: I could readily point to both Ruth Bader Ginsberg and Sandra Day 
O’Connor as role models. Both were brilliant, diligent, and dedicated. But in truth, the first 
person who comes to mind is local: Judge Mary Wiseman, who serves on the Montgomery 
County Common Pleas Court. I have had the privilege of trying cases in front of her. She has 
a sharp mind, impeccable judgment, and a calm, reasoned demeanor. More importantly, 
she embodies the role of a judge as a servant leader for the community.

DEREK MUNCY
BIO: Malone University B.S. Political Science; University 
of Dayton School of Law, J.D.; City of Clayton Planning 
Commission 2021 – 2026. 
ANSWER #1: I maintain a broad general practice 
handling civil and criminal cases ranging from high-
level felonies to civil cases involving contracts, property, 
and civil rights in all courts across the area. Outside the 
courtroom, my background and interests illustrate my 
ability be fair, impartial, and objective. As the husband of 
a nurse, son of a corrections officer and factory worker, 
and father of two girls, I am sensitive to the challenges 

and needs of the individuals who appear before the Court.
ANSWER #2: We are fortunate to have many great Judges as role models who are 
engaged in the community and earn respect regardless of party affiliation. When looking 
for role models, our federal judges stand out to due to their commitment to civility and 
civic education in addition to their establishment and implementation of the reentry court 
program for the U.S. District Court. Judges Rice, Rose, and Newman demonstrate what is 
possible when we unite under a common goal to like reducing recidivism.

Common Pleas Judge
Term Begins 1/3/2027� Vote for 1
* Indicates incumbent

QUESTION 1: Describe your experience that qualifies you to be a Common Pleas Court 
Judge.
QUESTION 2: Who would you choose as a mentor or role model as a judge, and why?

MICHELE S. H. HENNE *
BIO: B.A. Washington University in St. Louis (May 
2003); J.D. University of Dayton School of Law (May 
2006); Montgomery County Common Pleas Court 
Judge - General Division (July 2025-present); Assistant 
Prosecuting Attorney - Greene County Prosecutor’s 
Office (May 2019-July 2025); Assistant Prosecuting 
Attorney - Montgomery County Prosecutor’s Office (July 
2006-May 2019).
ANSWER #1: As one of your Montgomery County 
Common Pleas Court Judges, I bring nearly 20 years of 
courtroom trial experience to the bench. I have handled 

serious and complex civil and criminal cases, including homicide, drug possession, and 
medical malpractice, and have presided over more jury trials than any Montgomery 
County judge this year. I have a strong record of fairness and impartiality while serving our 
community through nonprofit organizations, attorney mentoring, youth sports and PTO 
leadership.
ANSWER #2: Judge Dennis Langer has been one of my most important role models. As 
a law student, I clerked for Judge Langer and saw, firsthand, the administration of justice. I 
admired his commitment to impartiality, constitutional rights, and fair decisions within the 
law. He taught me justice requires both a fair outcome and a fair process, where each party 
has an opportunity to be heard. His example inspired my judicial aspirations. As a judge, I 
strive to uphold those same principles.

KELLY D. MADZEY
BIO: University of North Dakota - B.S. in Criminal Justice 
Studies 2002; University of North Dakota School of Law 
- J.D. 2005; 2005-2008: Staff Attorney for 12th District 
Court of Appeals; 2008 - Present: Assistant Prosecuting 
Attorney for Montgomery County Prosecutor’s Office
ANSWER #1: An attorney with nearly 21 years of 
experience, I have spent the last 18 years as an Assistant 
Prosecuting Attorney right here in Montgomery County. 
I’ve had the privilege of representing victims and families 
in some of the most challenging and delicate cases, 

from child abuse to homicides, in every stage of litigation. The depth of my experience 
in appeals, litigation, and as a supervisor has prepared me with the most comprehensive 
experience on the ballot.
ANSWER #2: Judge Mary Wiseman. Judge Wiseman is experienced and exceptionally 
smart, she is never opposed to hearing arguments or being presented with case law in 
support of a requested interpretation. She remains calm but firm and treats everyone with 
kindness and respect. Every person in her courtroom can feel confident that their case was 
heard by someone who took the time to do the work necessary to reach the right result. 
That is the kind of Judge I want to emulate.

Common Pleas Judge
Term Begins 7/1/2027� Vote for 1
* Indicates incumbent

QUESTION 1: Describe your experience that qualifies you to be a Common Pleas Court 
Judge.
QUESTION 2: Who would you choose as a mentor or role model as a judge, and why?

STEVE ABSHIRE *
BIO: Wright State University Master of Arts in Applied 
Behavioral Science, Bachelor of Arts in Urban Affairs; 
University of Toledo College of Law, Juris Doctor; 
25-years experienced attorney. Served as Montgomery 
County Assistant Prosecutor, private and court-
appointed criminal defense, extensive civil litigation, 
Guardian Ad Litem for both juveniles and adults; served 
as Magistrate for Juvenile Court before serving as Judge 
in Montgomery County Common Pleas. 
ANSWER #1: Extensive litigation experience in 

both criminal and civil matters. I have represented both the State of Ohio as an assistant 
prosecuting attorney and individuals charged with both felony and misdemeanor criminal 
offenses. I have also served as a Guardian Ad Litem for juveniles and families. Additionally, 
I have extensive civil litigation experience, including contract disputes, landlord and tenant 
issues, evictions, and insurance defense. Served as a Magistrate in juvenile court. 
ANSWER #2: Throughout my years practicing law, I have had the privilege of observing 
and learning from numerous judges and magistrates whom I deeply admire. Their 
example has profoundly shaped my own approach, and I strive to carry that same judicial 
temperament into my role as a Judge—ensuring that every attorney, court staff member, and 
party who appears before me is treated with fairness, respect, and thoughtful consideration.

RICHARD GLENNON
BIO: B.A. in English, Kenyon College, 2008; Master of 
Arts in Humanities, University of Chicago, 2009; J.D., 
The Ohio State University, 2013; Assistant Prosecuting 
Attorney at Montgomery County Prosecutor’s Office 
since August of 2014; I have been in the Child Protection 
Unit, Grand Jury Division, and the Criminal Division.  For 
the last five years I have served as a Trial Supervisor in 
the Criminal Division.  
ANSWER #1: I began working in 2014 as an 
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney at Montgomery County 
Prosecutor’s Office, where I have spent my entire career. 

During my time as an Assistant Prosecuting Attorney, I worked in the Child Protection Unit, 
Grand Jury Division, and most recently, the Criminal Division, which handles all felony 
offenses committed within Montgomery County. I have prosecuted countless offenses, 
ranging from financial crimes to homicide, and I have been involved in many complex and 
high-profile cases.
ANSWER #2: I believe the Honorable Mary Wiseman, current Administrative Judge 
of Montgomery County Common Pleas Court, sets the standard to which all new judges 
should aspire.  Judge Wiseman conducts herself with such poise and composure.  She 
remains kind and professional to all parties involved no matter how trying and difficult 
circumstances may become.  Judge Wiseman is remarkably intelligent and equally humble. 
In her courtroom, it is not about her; it is about the people involved in the cases, and it is 
about doing the grueling work to arrive at the fair and just result in accordance with the law.

Common Pleas Judge
Term Begins 7/2/2027� Vote for 1
*Indicates incumbent

ELIZABETH A. ELLIS *
This is not a contested race.  No other candidates filed to run for the position.

Juvenile Court Judge 
Unexpired Term� Vote for 1
* Indicates incumbent

QUESTION 1: What do you think is the best approach to help young offenders make 
positive changes in their lives?
QUESTION 2: Describe your experience that qualifies you to be a juvenile court judge.

Continued on page 14

For more information on candidates, go to VOTE411.org
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Check VOTE411.org for more information on candidates.

HOPE L. SMALLS
BIO: University of Dayton- B.A. History and Human 
Rights Studies, Ohio Northern University- Juris Doctorate 
and Master of Laws (LL.M) in Democratic Governance and 
Rule of Law; Former Montgomery County Juvenile Court 
Magistrate, Montgomery County Assistant Prosecuting 
Attorney, City of Dayton Assistant Prosecutor, Legal 
Extern Department of Defense Combatting Trafficking in 
Persons (DODCTIP), Legal Extern Save the Children USA
ANSWER #1: The approach I had on the bench held 
people accountable for their actions while also giving 
them a path towards rehabilitation. I believe the purpose 

of juvenile court isn’t simply to punish, but also to provide families with resources, so that 
young people don’t continue to make similar choices in the future. We do that by building 
partnerships within the community and growing seeds of hope for a better tomorrow.
ANSWER #2: I have devoted my career to helping children and families in our 
community as a volunteer, prosecutor, and magistrate. During my nearly seven years 
on the bench, I presided over 10,000 cases across all juvenile case types: delinquency, 
dependency, and custody. I also oversaw our Family Treatment Court, partnering with 
recovery groups to support healing parents and achieving an 87.5% success rate. My years 
of direct judicial experience in juvenile court are what equips me to serve on day one.

NICHOLAS SYLVAIN *
BIO: Juris Doctor: College of William & Mary (1993), 
Bachelor of Chemical Engineering: University of 
Dayton (1990); Assistant Prosecutor, Montgomery 
Co. Prosecutor’s Office (1993-2002), Magistrate, 
Montgomery Co. Domestic Relations Court (2002-
2026), Judge, Montgomery Co. Juvenile Court
ANSWER #1: Young offenders deserve a Juvenile 
Judge who understands their lived experience and who 
is willing to approach their cases with an open mind. 
Parents, educators, and community leaders should be 
engaged and called upon to support offenders toward 

positive choices with a strong network of community support. Positive role models and 
mentors will demonstrate the possibility of real change and growth while guiding the young 
offenders with accountability.
ANSWER #2: For the past twenty three years as a magistrate, I have listened to the 
lived experience of the children and families of Montgomery County, and made hundreds 
of judicial decisions each year on important matters affecting their lives. Before that, I 
prosecuted criminal cases and understand the importance of individualized justice and 
accountability. I have long-standing ties to Montgomery County, and have volunteered to 
strengthen and protect the community.

Common Pleas Judge Probate Division
Term Begins 2/9/2027� Vote for 1
* Indicates incumbent

QUESTION 1: Describe your experience that qualifies you to be a Probate Court Judge.
QUESTION 2:  There are many different courts in our court system.  Why did you 
choose to run for the Probate Court?

DAVID BRANNON *
BIO: University of Dayton School of Law, Juris Doctor, 
2005; Miami University, Bachelor of Arts, 2002; 
Montgomery County Probate Judge since 2020. Over 20 
years of experience as an attorney and judge in probate 
matters. 
ANSWER #1: Since taking the bench in 2020, as the only 
probate court judge in Montgomery County, Judge Brannon 
presided over thousands of probate matters including, 
estates, guardianships, adoptions, civil commitments, 
marriages, trusts, name changes, will contests, and many 
others. Brannon serves as both the clerk and administrative 

judge, meaning that he maintains all court filings and leads his staff of about 35 people. 
Brannon serves on the executive committee of the Ohio Assoc. of Probate Judges and several 
Supreme Court of Ohio committees, focusing on mental illness and other matters.

ANSWER #2: The Probate Court touches Montgomery County families at their most 
difficult or significant moments of their lives. My commitment is to make the Court 
more accessible, efficient, and more protective of the most vulnerable. Specifically, I 
implemented a courthouse based legal resource center so the public can receive free legal 
advice from an actual attorney. I also started an Assisted Outpatient Treatment (“AOT”) 
program to treat individuals with serious mental illness.

CASSANDRA  A. RICE
BIO: Purdue University, 2005-2008, BA Psychology 
/ Sociology • University of Dayton School of Law, 
2009-2012, Juris Doctorate; Attorney practicing nearly 
fourteen years, focusing in probate matters including 
estates, guardianships, trusts, and litigation • Appointed 
as fiduciary by various courts • Taught continuing legal 
education regarding diminished capacity and supported 
decision making • Assisted Judge Singer in establishing 
the Women’s Therapeutic Docket
ANSWER #1: As a private attorney who also serves 
as a fiduciary, I have firsthand insight into the emotional 

weight and practical demands placed on executors and guardians. My lived experience, 
combined with legal training, provides me with perspective that appreciates both the 
realities that families face and the technical requirements that the law demands. I 
understand how the Court’s operations affects people’s lives. This experience has prepared 
me to make thoughtful, compassionate, and fair decisions.
ANSWER #2: I have appeared in more than 220 probate matters in Montgomery 
County, representing fiduciaries, beneficiaries, creditors, and parties in a wide range of 
proceedings. That experience provides a practical understanding of the Probate Court from 
every perspective. Recently, the process has become adversarial, prioritizing procedure 
over substance and creating unnecessary delays, stress, and expense for families. Our 
County deserves a judge who restores collaboration, professionalism, and courtesy.

H H H H H H H HMontgomery CountyMontgomery County
COUNTY RACES

LOCAL RACE
New Lebanon Council
Unexpired Term� Vote for 1
* Indicates incumbent

QUESTION 1: What do you see as the biggest challenges facing the village?
QUESTION 2: How should the village council address the fiscal challenges of 
rising costs and diminishing revenues?
QUESTION 3:  Describe the skills and experience you will bring to the village 
council.
QUESTION 4: If elected, what changes would you like the village to make?

NICOLE ADKINS *
Candidate did not respond by publication deadline.

ROB DENNIS
BIO: I am a Kentucky transplant—a graduate of the 
University of Kentucky. I retired as a manager in the 
Mental Health Service at the Dayton Veterans Affairs. I 
have lived in New Lebanon since 2010. I enjoy teaching, 
playing, and organizing chess events.
ANSWER #1: Inadequate water and sewer systems 
that inhibit growth in both residential and commercial 
development. The council should be operating as one 
body (in unison). That is, collaboration in working 
together as one unit to serve residents, organizations, 
and businesses. In addition, the online charter and other 

ordinances have not been updated since late 2023.
ANSWER #2: Implement Challenge-Based Procurement—Define the problem or 
outcome the village desires and invite government vendors to propose creative solutions. 
Implement Zero-Based Budgeting. Engage business stakeholders in financial planning. 

Maintain existing assets as long as possible. Routine auditing of purchases to identify 
areas for savings and reduce expenses. Limit spending. Build emergency reserves. Explore 
revenue streams such as a fee increase or a temp mill rate.

ANSWER #3: Served on committees: Joint Accreditation of Hospital Organizations. 
Council for the Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities (addressed rehabilitation and 
employment issues for veterans); Research & Development for 10 years—2 years as 
chairman. Quality Management (standards for internal and external customer satisfaction, 
evidence-based decision-making). Ph.D. Organizational Leadership; minor in business, 
project management. Currently: Personnel Appeals, Parks & Recreation, and Tax Appeals.

ANSWER #4: Update the Charter and ensure the changes are available for review. 
Ensure the website is up to date and functioning properly. There is an old saying in the 
health industry, “If you didn’t document, it didn’t happen.” The New Lebanon government 
charter and updates are available online at American Legal Publishing: https://codelibrary.
amlegal.com/codes/newlebanon/latest/overview. However, local legislation ends on 
November 7, 2023. This needs to be updated immediately.
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Note: 1 mill is equal to $1 per $1,000.00 of taxable value 
of property. The taxable value is 35% of the appraised value 
for residential property. A renewal levy continues at the same 
tax rate as a previous levy, so there is no increase in taxes.        
Note: Issues and local options  will appear only on ballot of 
precincts impacted by the issue. 
No issue 1 or 2.

Issue 3 Statewide Issue
(Proposed Constitutional Amendment)
An Ohio constitutional Amendment requiring photo ID to 
vote.  See p. 8 for explanation.
A YES vote supports amending the constitution 
A NO vote opposes the amending the constitution 

Dayton City School District
Issue 4 
Additional 7 mills for continuing period of time
5 mills for current operating and 2 mills for general 
permanent improvements
Increase in taxes $245.00 per $100,000.00 appraised value 
will generate annually $14 million

Miamisburg City School District
Issue 5
Income tax of 0.50% on earned/taxable income except 
Social Security for continuing period of time
For current operating expenses  

Oakwood City School District
Issue 6
Renewal of 1.8 mills for continuing period of time
For general permanent improvements
No increase in taxes 

Northridge Local School District
Issue 7 
Additional 2.2 mills for continuing period of time
For general permanent improvements
Increase of $77.00 per $100,000.00 appraised value, will 
generate annually $413,686.00

City of Brookville
Issue 8
Charter Amendments: Parts of Preamble, Sections 1, 2, and 3
Amend Sections: Preamble, 1.01 Name and Boundary, 2.01 Powers 
Granted, 2.03 Construction of Powers, 2.04 Intergovernmental 
Cooperation, 3.01 Term of Office, 3.02 Powers, Duties, and 
Functions, 3.03 Qualifications of council members, 3.04 
Vacancies in council, 3.06 Compensation of council members, 
3.07 Council Organization and Rules, Meetings of council, 3.08 
Mayor and Vice Mayor, and section 3.09 Clerk of Council
(see actual changes at https://brookvilleohio.com/379/
Proposed-Charter-Review-Amendments)

City of Brookville
Issue 9
Charter Amendments: Parts of Sections 4, 5, and 6
Amend Sections: 4.04 Reading Ordinances and Resolutions, 
4.06 Content of Emergency Legislation. 4.07 Effective Date 
of Legislation, 4.11 Zoning Measures, 4.13 Codification of 
Ordinances and Resolutions, 4.14 Publication of Ordinances 
and Resolutions, Section 5 The Municipal Manager, 5.01 
Appointment, Removal and Qualifications of the Municipal 
Manager, 5.02 Council-Manager Relations, 5.03 Powers, 
Duties and Functions of the Manager, 6.01 Department of 
Law, Section 6.02 Department of Finance, and Section 6.03 
Other Departments. 
(see actual changes at https://brookvilleohio.com/379/
Proposed-Charter-Review-Amendments)

City of Brookville
Issue 10 
Charter Amendments: Parts of Sections 7, 8, 9, and 12 
Amend Sections 7.01 Planning Commission, 7.02 Board 
of Zoning Appeals, 7.03 Civil Service, 7.04 Board of Parks 
Trustees, 7.05 Board of Tax Appeals, 7.07 Organization 
Vacancies, 8.01 General Section, 8.02 Contracts, 8.03 
Conflicts of Interest, 9.01 Nominations, 9.03 Public 
Information on Issues, 12.01 Effective Date of Charter, 12.02 
Continuance of Present Officials: Abolition of Offices, and 
Section 12.03 Continuance of Present Employees
(see actual changes at https://brookvilleohio.com/379/
Proposed-Charter-Review-Amendments)

City of Brookville
Issue 11
Charter Amendments: Parts of Sections 10 and 11
Amend Sections: 10.01 Initiative, 10.02 Referendum, 10.03 
Recall,  11.01 Oath of Office, 11.02 Removal from Office, 
11.03 Succession, 11.04 Effect of Charter on Existing Laws 
and Rights, 11.05 Retirement Systems, 11.06 Amendment 
or Repeal of Charter, and Section 11.07 Effect of Partial 
Invalidity.
(see actual changes at https://brookvilleohio.com/379/
Proposed-Charter-Review-Amendments)

City of Dayton
(Precinct DAY 12-C)
Issue 12
Local Option:  Sunday sale of wine/ mixed beverages and 
spirituous liquor by Shamrock Athletic Club, 820 Linden Ave, 
Dayton, Oh 45410.

City of Dayton
(Precinct DAY 13-A)
Issue 13
Local Option:   Sunday sale of wine/ mixed beverages and 
spirituous liquor by University of Dayton Arena, operating at 
1801 Edwin C. Moses Blvd S. Dayton, Oh 45469

City of Huber Heights
(Precinct HUB 1-D)
Issue 14
Local Option:  Sunday sale of wine/ mixed beverages and 
spirituous liquor by CWA Management, LLC, dba Villa Tavern,  
6303 Rip Rap Rd. Huber Heights, Oh 45424

City Of Kettering 
Issue 15 
Charter Amendments: Sections 7-3 and 7-5
Amend section 7-3 Appeals from the Planning Commission 
to Council, 7-5 Appeals from Board of Zoning Appeals to 
Council.
(See actual changes at https://www.ketteringoh.org/
city-of-kettering-charter-review-2026/#docaccess-
63065571658de129402f26187ad7769e )

City Of Kettering 
Issue 16
Charter Amendments: Sections 3-2, 3-3, 3-6, 3-8, 5-1, 5-2, 
5-3, 5-4, 5-5, 5-6, 5-7, 8-3, and 8-4
To change the use of gender specific pronouns to 
corresponding nouns
(See actual changes at https://www.ketteringoh.org/
city-of-kettering-charter-review-2026/#docaccess-
63065571658de129402f26187ad7769e )

City Of Kettering 
Issue 17
Charter Amendments: Section 4
Amend section 4.3 Procedure of Passage of Ordinances. 
(See actual changes at https://www.ketteringoh.org/
city-of-kettering-charter-review-2026/#docaccess-
63065571658de129402f26187ad7769e )

City Of Kettering 
Issue 18
Charter Amendments: Section 7-2
Amend section 7-2 Powers and Duties, before committee 
recommendations of re-zoning will hold a public hearing
(See actual changes at https://www.ketteringoh.org/
city-of-kettering-charter-review-2026/#docaccess-
63065571658de129402f26187ad7769e )

City Of Kettering 
Issue 19
Charter Amendments: Sections 5 and 6
Amend Section 5-2 The Manager, Section  6-2 Department 
Directors 
To remove employee residency requirements
(See actual changes at https://www.ketteringoh.org/
city-of-kettering-charter-review-2026/#docaccess-
63065571658de129402f26187ad7769e )

City Of Oakwood
Issue 20  
Renewal of 2.72 mills for 5 years
For current expenses
No change in taxes

City Of Union 
Issue 21
Additional 1% income tax for continuing period of time
For police and fire department operations 

Village of New Lebanon
Issue 22
Local Option:  Alcohol sales Monday thru Saturday by 
American Legion Post 762, 519 E. Main St., New Lebanon, OH
  
German Township
(Incorporated and Unincorporated)
Issue 23 
Renewal 1.0 mill for 5 yrs
For providing and maintaining senior services or facilities 
No increase in taxes

Jackson Township
(Unincorporated & Village of Farmersville)
Issue 24  
Additional 2 mill for 10 yrs 
For parks and recreation 
Tax increase of $70.00 per $100,000.00 value, will generate 
annually $275,842.00

Jefferson Township
Issue 25 
Additional 3.0 mills for 5 yrs
For current expenses
Tax increase $105.00 per $100,000.00 value, will generate 
annually $337,882.00 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY ISSUES FALL 2026
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*Indicates incumbent

QUESTION #1: What type of tax reform, if any, would best 
serve Ohio?
QUESTION #2: How would you address concerns about the 
rising cost of living? 
QUESTION #3:  What are your priorities for K-12 and higher 
education?

BRIAN LAMPTON (R)*
Candidate did not respond before publication deadline.

KIM MCCARTHY (D)
BIO:  Education - Bachelor 
of Business, Acccounting/
Chartered Accountant
Experience - This is my third 
time running for this seat, after 
achieving the best results for a 
challenger in decades in prior 
runs in 2018 and 2020. Chair of 
Greene County Democratic Party, 
Chair of ODP Progressive Caucus.

ANSWER #1:   Ohio’s tax system is rigged against 
working families. While low- and middle-income Ohioans 
carry a larger share of the burden, the wealthiest 
corporations and individuals contribute far less than their 
fair share. Years of tax breaks have stripped roughly $12 
billion each year from state revenue, for the benefit of the 
ultra-rich. Ordinary Ohioans are left picking up the tab for 
essential services, while property taxes grow increasingly 
unaffordable.
The fix is straightforward: a truly progressive tax system 
where everyone pays their fair share. That means 
reinstating the corporate income tax, the removal of which 
failed to deliver results. It means an income tax structure 
with higher rates for the highest earners. If you make 
more, you should pay more. That’s not radical. That’s fair.
ANSWER #2: We feel the high cost of living crisis 
everywhere: utilities, rent, food, healthcare. Here is how 
we fix it.
Utility companies must be strongly regulated so 
communities are not exploited. As data centers expand, 
consumers should not be left footing the bill for the 
infrastructure demands they create.
If someone is working full-time and still needs food 
assistance, their employer is failing them and gaming the 

system. Corporations must pay fair wages. Ohio workers 
deserve labor laws that guarantee a livable wage and 
paid leave. Healthcare creates financial hardship for Ohio 
families. Implementing a universal healthcare system, like 
HB 289, would reduce costs for nearly every Ohioan.

Together, these policies close the income gap and put 
more money back in people’s pockets where it belongs.

ANSWER #3: Our schools are being asked to educate 
our children without the funding to do so. Years of flat 
state funding have put Ohio’s public school under serious 
financial strain. The 2023 private-school voucher program 
has made things worse, diverting critical dollars away 
from public education. Without comprehensive tax reform, 
many public schools will not survive. Fixing school funding 
is my top priority for K–12 education.

Higher Ed faces the same neglect. Flat funding has 
persisted for years, and SB 1 has made things worse, 
restricting free speech, dictating what institutions can 
teach, and stripping away the right to organize. I would 
work to overturn SB1 and make state colleges tuition-free 
for Ohio residents. A well-educated population is essential 
for a strong workforce and community.

*Indicates incumbent

QUESTION #1: What type of tax reform, if any, would best 
serve Ohio?
QUESTION #2: How would you address concerns about the 
rising cost of living? 
QUESTION #3:  What are your priorities for K-12 and higher 
education?

LEVI DEAN (R)*
Candidate did not respond before publication deadline.

KRISTA MAGAW (D)
BIO:  Education - BA in 
Psychology, University of 
Cincinnati; MS in Public Policy, 
Duke University
Experience - Krista worked for 
25 years in the mental health 
field, doing direct service, 
advocacy, program design, and 
administration. Then Krista 
became the Executive Director 
of Tecumseh Land Trust. On 

her watch the land trust preserved over 30,000 acres and 
42 stream miles and became the first accredited land trust 
in the state of Ohio. Krista has worked extensively with local 

governments and with state and federal officials on both sides 
of the aisle.
ANSWER #1: Successive personal income and corporate 
tax cuts in Ohio and the US over several decades have strained 
local governments’ ability to provide necessary health, safety, 
education, and infrastructure services. More and more, local 
property tax levies and local income taxes have been necessary 
to provide these services. The state’s poorest areas are especially 
hard hit. A comprehensive and transparent analysis of all taxes in 
the state is needed to establish the best mix of taxes and assure 
reliable service access statewide. Eliminating property taxes 
would devastate the small towns in our district, and shift the 
burden to those least able to pay income and sales taxes.
ANSWER #2: Federal enforcement of antitrust and price 
fixing laws is urgently needed. Merger and acquisition practices 

that benefit private gain at the cost of everyday consumers 
should be scrutinized. Utilities regulation and enforcement 
is essential, especially at a time when outside investors’ data 
center projects are driving up power costs for families and small 
businesses. State development policy should be reformed with 
an eye to the cost of living for ordinary Ohioans. The state should 
also regulate for-profit health companies.
ANSWER #3: Ohioans deserve a high quality and cost 
effective public school system, that includes the mix of vocational 
and higher education programs needed for our state and local 
places to thrive. I will advocate for a constitutional funding 
formula for our schools, fair pay and benefits for teachers and 
school personnel, and economic incentives that attract and 
retain excellent teachers. Private school vouchers should not be 
funded at the expense of local public school systems.

OHIO HOUSE DISTRICT 70 - VOTE FOR 1

OHIO HOUSE DISTRICT 71 - VOTE FOR 1

Check VOTE411.org for more information on candidates.

COUNTY RACES
County Commissioner� Vote for 1
* Indicates incumbent

DICK GOULD (R) *
This is not a contested race.  No other candidate filed  to run for the position

.County Auditor� Vote for 1
* Indicates incumbent

KRAIG A. HAGLER (R) *
This is not a contested race.  No other candidate filed  to run for the position.

County Treasurer
Unexpired Term 09/02/2029� Vote for 1
* Indicates incumbent

AMANDA L. JENKINS (R)
This is not a contested race.  No other candidate filed  to run for the position.

H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H
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For more information on candidates, go to VOTE411.org

COUNTY RACES
Common Pleas Judge -  
General Division� Vote for 1
*Indicates incumbent

MICHAEL A. BUCKWALTER *
This is not a contested race.  No other candidates filed to run for the position.

Common Pleas Judge -  
Domestic Relations Division� Vote for 1
*Indicates incumbent

CYNTHIA MARTIN *
This is not a contested race.  No other candidates filed to run for the position.

Common Pleas Judge -  
Probate Division� Vote for 1
*Indicates incumbent

WAYNE WAITE
This is not a contested race.  No other candidates filed to run for the position.

Note: 1 mill is equal to $1 per $1,000.00 of taxable 
value of property. The taxable value is 35% of the 
appraised value for residential property. A renewal 
levy continues at the same tax rate as a previous 
levy, so there is no increase in taxes.       
Note: Issues and local options will appear only on 
ballots of precincts impacted by the issue. 
No issue 1 or 2.

Issue 3 Statewide Issue
(Proposed Constitutional Amendment)
An Ohio constitutional Amendment requiring photo 
ID to vote.  See p. 8 for explanation.
A YES vote supports amending the constitution 
A NO vote opposes the amending the constitution 

Greene County
Issue 4
Renewal of 0.25 mills for 5 years (begins 2026, due 
2027)
For roads and bridges
No increase in taxes, currently $5.00 per 
$100,000.00 value, will generate annually 
$1,081,387.00

City of Beavercreek
Issue 5
New: 1% continuous municipal income tax and will 
terminate 9 current levies, creating approximate 
reduction in city’s property tax revenue of 50%
For Municipal operations (begins 2027)

City of Bellbrook
Issue 6
Renewal of 1.3 mills for 5 years (begin 2026, due 
2027)
For current expenses including capital/
infrastructure improvements (stormwater and 
streets)
No increase in taxes, currently $28.00 per 
$100,000.00 value, will generate annually 
$235,785.00

Village of Bowersville
Issue 7
Renewal of 3.5 mills for 5 years (begins 2028, due 
2029)
For current expenses
No increase in taxes, currently $84.00 per 
$100,000.00 value, will generate annually 
$9,673.00

Village of Bowersville
Issue 8
Renewal of 2.6 mills for 5 years (begins 2028, due 
2029)
For current expenses
No increase in taxes, currently $45.00 per 
$100,000 value, will generate annually $5,410.00

Village of Spring Valley
Issue 9
Additional: 2.0 mills for 5 years (begins 2027)
For streets and roads
Increase in taxes of $70.00 per $100,000.00 value, 
will generate annually $21,203.00

Village of Spring Valley
Issue 10
Renewal of 0.25 mill for 5 years (begins 2026)
For streets
No increase in taxes, currently $6.00 per 
$100,000.00 value, will  generate annually 
$2,165.00

 Village of Spring Valley
Issue 11
Renewal of 1.0 mill for 5 years (begins 2026)
For streets and roads
No tax increase, currently $22.00 per $100,000.00 
value, will generate annually $7,537.00

Village of Spring Valley
Issue 12
Renewal of 2.3 mills for 5 years
For current expenses
No increase in taxes, currently $51.00 per 
$100,000.00 value, will generate annually 
$17,335.00

Village of Spring Valley and 
Spring Valley Township
Issue 13
Renewal of 1.0 mill for 5 years (begins 2027)
For current expenses
No increase in taxes, currently $23.00 per 
$100,000.00 value, will generate annually 
$97,858.00

Village of Cedarville
Issue 14
Renewal of 2.6 mills for 5 years (begins 2026 and 
due 2027)
For current expenses
No increase in taxes, currently $12.00 per 
$100,000.00 value, will generate annually 
$20,388.00

Village of Cedarville and 
Cedarville Township
Issue 15
Renewal of 1.0 mill for 5 years (begins 2027 and due 
2028)
For fire and EMS services
No increase in taxes, currently $22.00 per 
$100,000.00 value, will generate annually 
$89,983.00

Ross Township
Issue 16
Renewal of 1.5 mills for 5 years (begins 2027 due 
2028)
For fire and EMS services
No increase in taxes, currently $11.00 per 
$100,000.00 value, will generate annually 
$25,473.00

Jefferson Township
Issue 17
Renewal of 1.5 mills for 5 years (begins 2027 due 
2028)
For fire and EMS services
No increase in taxes, currently $19.00 per 
$100,000.00 value, will generate annually 
$39,058.00

Jefferson Township
Issue 18
Renewal of 2.0 mills for 5 years (begins 2027 due 
2028)
For fire and EMS services
No increase in taxes, currently $17.00 per 
$100,000.00 value, will generate annually 
$40,329.00

GREENE COUNTY ISSUES
FALL 2026
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Request
vote by mail
application

Return
application
to Board of

Elections

FIVE STEPS To Vote by MailFIVE STEPS To Vote by Mail

Receive
your ballot

Carefully
fill out
ballot

Return the
ballot ASAP

From  VoteOhio.Gov or
contact LWV to learn where

you can pick one up

Complete it, SIGN IT and return
to your County Board of

Elections

They will be sent after
October 6

Drop off in secure boxes outside
Board of Election office by 7:30

pm November 3, or mail back
AT LEAST one week before

election day, or by October 27

LWVDayton.org | 937.288.4041  

Check with
VoteOhio.Gov
to assure you
are registered

to vote

Completely fill in circles, SIGN
IT, and return ballot in sealed

exterior envelope, using 
adequate postage (if mailing)

Completing a Vote by MailCompleting a Vote by Mail  
APPLICATION FORMAPPLICATION FORM

DO'S

&
DON'TS

Request your ballot now

Print very clearly with a black

pen or #2 pencil.

Fill in name to match your

registered voter name 

Use your address where you are

registered to vote

Provide just ONE form of

identification 

Check (X) GENERAL election

and use date of 11/03/2020

SIGN YOUR NAME as it

appears in section #1

Mail your ballot request to your

County Board of Elections right

away using adequate postage

Don't forget to sign the form!!

Don't wait to request a ballot--

you can do this now to help

'flatten the curve' for election

workers

Don't leave address or date of

birth lines blank

Don't provide a copy of your

Drivers License or your Social

Security Card.  The drivers

license number or last four

digits of your Social Security

number is all that's needed

MAIL APPLICATION TO YOUR COUNTY OFFICE:

Greene County Board of Elections
551 Ledbetter Road, Xenia, OH 45385

(937) 562-6170

Montgomery County Board of Elections
451 W. Third St. (mezzanine level)

(937) 562-6170

LWVDayton.org | 937.288.4041  

Completing a Vote by MailCompleting a Vote by Mail  
APPLICATION FORMAPPLICATION FORM

DO'S

&
DON'TS

Request your ballot now

Print very clearly with a black

pen or #2 pencil.

Fill in name to match your

registered voter name 

Use your address where you are

registered to vote

Provide just ONE form of

identification 

Check (X) GENERAL election

and use date of 11/03/2020

SIGN YOUR NAME as it

appears in section #1

Mail your ballot request to your

County Board of Elections right

away using adequate postage

Don't forget to sign the form!!

Don't wait to request a ballot--

you can do this now to help

'flatten the curve' for election

workers

Don't leave address or date of

birth lines blank

Don't provide a copy of your

Drivers License or your Social

Security Card.  The drivers

license number or last four

digits of your Social Security

number is all that's needed

MAIL APPLICATION TO YOUR COUNTY OFFICE:

Greene County Board of Elections
551 Ledbetter Road, Xenia, OH 45385

(937) 562-6170

Montgomery County Board of Elections
451 W. Third St. (mezzanine level)

(937) 562-6170

LWVDayton.org | 937.288.4041  

Completing a Vote by MailCompleting a Vote by Mail  
APPLICATION FORMAPPLICATION FORM

Completing a Vote by Mail 
APPLICATION FORM

DO'S

&
DON'TS

Request your ballot now

Print very clearly with a black

pen or #2 pencil.

Fill in name to match your

registered voter name 

Use your address where you are

registered to vote

Provide just ONE form of

identification 

Check (X) GENERAL election

and use date of 11/03/2026

SIGN YOUR NAME as it

appears in section #1

Mail your ballot request to your

County Board of Elections right

away using adequate postage

Don't forget to sign the form!!

Don't wait to request a ballot--

you can do this now to help

'flatten the curve' for election

workers

Don't leave address or date of

birth lines blank

Don't provide a copy of your

Drivers License or your Social

Security Card.  The drivers

license number or last four

digits of your Social Security

number is all that's needed

Don’t just drop it in the mail.

Walk into the post office and

have a staffer hand stamp it.

MAIL APPLICATION TO YOUR COUNTY OFFICE:

Greene County Board of Elections
551 Ledbetter Road, Xenia, OH 45385

(937) 562-6170

Montgomery County Board of Elections
451 W. Third St. (mezzanine level)

(937) 255-5656

LWVDayton.org | 937.228.4041  

Request
vote by mail
application

Return
application
to Board of

Elections

FIVE STEPS To Vote by MailFIVE STEPS To Vote by MailFIVE STEPS To Vote by Mail

Receive
your ballot

Carefully
fill out
ballot

Return the
ballot ASAP

From VoteOhio.Gov or
contact your County Board 

of Elections

Complete it, SIGN IT and return
to your County Board of

Elections

They will be sent after 
October 6

Drop off in secure boxes outside
Board of Election office by 

7:30 pm November 3, or mail
back AT LEAST one week before
election day, or by October 26

LWVDayton.org | 937.288.4041  

Check with
VoteOhio.Gov
to assure you
are registered

to vote

Completely fill in circles, SIGN
IT, and return ballot in sealed

exterior envelope, using 
adequate postage (if mailing)

New Jasper Township
Issue 19
Additional 2.0 mills for 5 years (begins 2027 due 2028)
For fire and EMS services
Increase in taxes, $70.00 per $100,000.00 value, will 
generate annually $216,024.00

Miami Township
Issue 20
Additional of 0.8 mill for 5 years (begins 2026)
For fire and EMS services
Increase in taxes, $28.00 per $100,000.00 value, will 
generate annually $204,136.00 

Spring Valley Township
Issue 21
Renewal of 0.30 mill for 5 years (begins 2027)
For current expenses
No increase in taxes, currently $2.00 per $100,000.00 value, 
will generate annually $9,245.00

City of Fairborn  (Precinct 205)
Local Option:  Sunday sale of wine/ mixed beverages and 
spirituous liquor by Amvets Post 0444, operating at 428 
Black Ln. Fairborn, OH 45324 

City of Xenia  (Precinct 303)
Local Option:  Sunday sale of wine/ mixed beverages and 
spirituous liquor by VFW Post 2402 Cooper Jordan Memorial, 
operating at 850 W. 2nd St., Xenia, OH 45385   

City of Kettering (Precincts 090 and 151)
Charter Amendments (5 Issues)
See Montgomery County Issues 15 – 19, p. 15
(See actual changes at https://www.ketteringoh.org/
city-of-kettering-charter-review-2026/#docaccess-
63065571658de129402f26187ad7769e )

GREENE COUNTY ISSUES FALL 2026



ELECTION 2026 VOTERS GUIDE November 2026    19

Voters Guide Survey
We want to make the Voters Guide the best it can be! To help us assure that you’re getting the information you 
need, please answer the following questions:

1. How helpful is the Voters Guide in providing nonpartisan  
    information about candidates?

2. How helpful is the Voters Guide in providing information about issues?

3. How did you receive your Voters Guide?

Newspaper _____________________    Library ____________________   On-line __________    Other_________

4. What improvements could be made?  �����������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

5. What information in the Guide was most helpful to you? �����������������������������������������  
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

To be entered to win a $50 gift card to a local restaurant of your choice,  
please provide the following information (you may choose to respond anonymously as well!)

Name: ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Street: ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  

City: ______________________________     State: _________   Zip: �������������������������������������������

Age                     18-30	 31-55	 56-70	 70+	

_________  Please send me information about the League of Women Voters 
Mail to: LWVGDA   127 N. Ludlow Street, Dayton, OH  45402

1
Very

helpful

2
Helpful

3
Neutral

4
Somewhat Helpful

5
Not

Helpful

1
Very

helpful

2
Helpful

3
Neutral

4
Somewhat helpful

5
Not

helpful

ACLUOhio.org/vote

Key: BOE - Board of Elections = ED - Election Day

Yes, if you are registered to vote, you can vote by mail with an absentee ballot.
• Voting absentee means you can vote from home and mail in your ballot, or deposit 

your completed ballot in the designated county dropbox, or at your BOE.
• You can provide the last four digits of your SSN as your voter ID if voting by mail.

Request an absentee ballot online at VoteOhio.gov or by calling your local BOE. 
A family member, support staff or friend can pick up a form for you at the local BOE.

• For persons with accessibility concerns, sensory issues and communication 
challenges, this may be an easier option than going to the voting polls on ED.

Contact your local BOE for questions about accessibility.
• All voting places must be physically accessible unless an exemption is granted.

• If an exemption is given, you may ask to vote curbside.
• Each polling place must have one accessible voting machine for persons with 

disabilities, including those with vision disabilities. 
• When you arrive at your voting place, let a poll worker know if you would like to 

use the ADA-compliant voting machines.

• Call the Ohio Secretary of State’s office at 877-SOS-OHIO (877-767-6446) or 
go to VoteOhio.gov. Email options are listed on the website.

• If you feel your right to vote has been denied, contact the ACLU of Ohio at 
614-586-1959 or contact@acluohio.org.

• If you feel that you have been discriminated against while trying to vote 
because of your disability, contact Disability Rights Ohio at 614-728-2553, 
800-858-3542 for TTY, or by emailing at disabilityrightsohio.org/contact. 

You can bring a family member, close friend or support staff into the voting booth if 
you need help to vote because of your disability.

• You may not bring your employer, an agent of your employer or candidate whose 
name appears on the ballot.

• You can also ask for help from the poll workers where you vote.

Can I vote absentee by mail?

Will my polling place be accessible?

For help or more information:

What if I need help at the polls?

Updated: 
Jan. 2023

Voting Rights for 
Ohioans with Disabilities

Yes. If you’re at least 18 years old and a U.S. citizen, you have the right to vote.
• If you have a guardian, you can still vote.
• If you cannot read or write, you can still vote.
• If you cannot leave a hospital, nursing home, or your house you can still vote.

The only time you may not be able to vote is if a judge in probate court decided that 
you do not have the “capacity” to vote. “Capacity” refers to the ability to understand 
voting information.

Complete a voter registration form. You can ask for help completing it.
• Option 1: Go to VoteOhio.gov and click [Register To Vote]. You can either complete 

a form online or print the form and mail it in
• Option 2: Go in-person to the Board of Elections (BOE), the Ohio Bureau of Motor 

Vehicles office, a public high school, or library and ask for a voter registration form.
• The deadline to register to vote is 30 days before Election Day (ED).

You need to complete a new voter registration form if you:
• Have a new address, even if it’s in the same city, or have changed your legal name.

Go to VoteOhio.gov, click [Check My Voter Registration] and type in your name and the 
county in which you live. 

Yes, you can still vote:
• If you have been convicted of a misdemeanor.
• If you have been arrested for a felony but not convicted.
• If you are on parole or probation, live in a halfway house, or are on house arrest.

Yes, but depending on if you vote by mail, or in-person, ID requirements are different.
To vote in-person, you must provide a photo ID.

• Photo ID includes: an unexpired Ohio driver’s license or state ID, a U.S. Passport, or 
federal or state military ID (includes Ohio National Guard ID).

Can I vote if I have a disability?

How do I sign up (register) to vote?

How do I know if I’m registered to vote?

Can I vote if I have been arrested or convicted of a crime?

Do I have to show my ID when I vote?

(Name) (Name)

Your tax-deductible gift will help the League inspire citizens to vote, provide programming that gives voters the 
information they need to make educated choices, and to give the community the tools they need to effect change.

____  I want to support the League’s work with a contribution of $ ____________ 
         to the General Fund.

Name : ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Address: �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

City:���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

State: __________________________________________ Zip Code: ���������������������������������������������������

Phone: ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Email: �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
Mail to:  

LWVGDA, 127 North Ludlow St., Dayton, OH  45402 or online at www.lwvdayton.org.   PH 937-228-4041 

Support the League 

Thank you for  
your support!
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