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New Quarterly Newsletter 
It’s all too much. One can easily become overwhelmed with assaults upon
democracy by national, state and local agents including our own elected
officials. 

To cut through the chaos, quarterly editions of The Voter newsletter will now
focus on information  and tools needed to achieve our Leagues’ mission of
Defending Democracy and  Empowering Voters through  our program priority
issues chosen by members in February (see article below). 

Our goal with this new format is to inform members on why these topics are
important to us, how they effect the Greater Dayton area, the status of actions
taken by the League or our elected officials, and how our members can
become more involved.  More indepth information will be linked to our website
for further reading or viewing. Time sensitive and late-breaking news will be
covered in seperate email alerts to members whenever communication is
needed.

We hope you like our new direction! Take a minute to send an EMAIL to our
League office with  your feedback. 

~Mary Robertson, VP Community Relations

LWVGDA Program Priorities 2025-26

mailto:admin@lwvdayton.org


This past February, members gathered at our annual Program Planning
meeting and voted on those issues that we felt should be our focus for
programming in the coming year, and affirmed our approval of our national
program theme of Making Democracy Work. The program issues are:

Preserve and restore voting rights

Improve election participation 

Reform campaign finance laws and reduce money's political influence

Introduce Popular Vote elections and eliminate the electoral college

Fight for fair redistricting

Combat misinformation/disinformation in political discource

 Preserve public education

 Ensure our natural resources, especially water quality, is protected

Jan Runkle, Program  VP, says these program topics will be featured in
upcoming events, workshops, Speakers Bureau topics, The Voter newsletter,
social media posts, Empowering You/DATV broadcasts, and all other
opportunities to educate and empower voters.  

Ohio Budget, Bills Threaten
Democracy
The 2-year State of Ohio budget, currently in the Senate, must be voted upon,
by law, no later than June 30. The federal SAVE Act, passed by the US House
in April, is before the US Senate.

We can’t challenge our members enough to understand how both state and
national actions right in front of us, RIGHT NOW, will have a profound impact
on our democracy, perhaps for generations.

The following snapshot of legislative actions correspond to program issues
being tackled  as part of our League goal of making democracy work: voting
rights, preserve K-12 education, save our environment, and eliminate dark
money from government. Understand the issues so you can speak to your
neighbors and relatives, take ACTION by contacting your legislators, and
"make good trouble" by voicing your concerns at demonstrations and other
events. 

Read the new LWV Protest Guidelines
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VOTING RIGHTS 
Ohio Senate Bill 153 (and HB233) i.e. Ohio’s SAVE Act (an Anti-Voter law)
changes over 40 sections of Ohio law governing voting and elections – all to
make it harder for eligible Ohioans to vote and collect petition signatures, while
at the same time placing impossible bureaucratic and financial burdens on our
county boards of elections.

Like the federal SAVE Act, “Ohio’s SAVE Act” would require documentary proof
of citizenship to register to vote.

It invents more reasons to invalidate petitions and signatures; petition signers
will be required to be registered to vote/update their voter status before they
sign a petition or the signature will be invalidated.

It seeks to intimidate civically active Ohioans by threatening petition committee
members and circulators with politically motivated investigations.

It requires “compensated” circulators to wear badges but defines
“compensated” so broadly it even applies to volunteers who receive free pizza
or a t-shirt at campaign events.

It eliminates ballot drop off boxes at Boards of Election offices.

https://u53069208.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.hU77MycqXaP9wfg-2BieBRmd3XsTtBT69nfPzLiJW-2BL53qfqiyiXxJ6ntOy62Z8DPekGnVfzdVuHoK-2Buh-2Bth-2Bit0ykwb7ynWm-2Bh6q0Bl6Bf4mcgrh6numt88gObSaaVb8zft2Gn1w3KVU-2Fyo-2FrNZ8BJdwUElEaqzWNsz3istvqg-2BEE679zRr9TNlc67bsUJRpGpPkkHI4gI6tvFcQJRa9SU9qjNZClCfeadnidFCUPp5qK74hMc6P8PihMklluAE1TDxZer2W4GhcmgW6iB4I1WhZY3Z9j8VlW2B-2B-2FnPwvAePG-2BuPHFsr-2FuNeecB4OhaDwKIgnQei9lzwCuyfJbKO0Lg-3D-3DLe4O_-2F6Nc-2Br04KTzJB7Zv6oU-2FxTNvcGZggfeYb-2Brb4GGA5XdafNC932Llc5ABLrZDrS-2FQIn2BE6AIDbnddqtRlO96Z-2BPKh2PNdndTnSLNkv4GRaxEFFb0N2cHisUTandTVjBtFh-2FRzYpw-2BfPWsF1dAif4n3ZP3en-2FvPkKHLesOETEUDhONe3qO3tZQrUNzUyEbISksreWNiGbNY7pCZlWAW-2BRymBDlLb7PodbtX0UAWAXfkMbPKXgliKKpa-2BvstUBInc1bodskijug4Yhja-2BaoGHQ42vZAMZ7qAXp5DvePDzFNTrkp46ajsee0VzNjlUxOvFiCPdJ0SPpSCE-2BmSr7-2F7mWOInAgicr76ucm7U83R6HVMikVxgZPh-2Fjl7HUc9Ll7Q90RLfZLmvqfPAdOJmeb3MSWg-3D-3D


Ohioans voted down Issue 1 of August 2023 because they understood it was
an attack on our access to the ballot. SB 153 (and its twin in the House, HB
233) once again attempts to add barriers to voting and diluting the power of
citizens and we must fight this effort again!

Take Action

PRESERVING K-12 PUBLIC EDUCATION
To be fully funded based on statistics from the Fair School Funding Plan
(FSFP) of 2021, public K-12 schools would need $666 million this budget
cycle. The proposed budget only gives them about $226 million. This is in
contradiction to the agreed-upon bipartisan coalition that directed a phased in
final two-year FSFP funding schedule that would have achieved full funding for
K-12 schools.

In addition, the lawmakers made a cap on carry-over dollars — meaning that
districts can only carry over 30% of their previous budget.

The House's budget also gives private schools double that of public — $500
million.

This two-year budget proposes cutting all 11 elected members of the Board of
Education and shrinking the gubernatorial appointments from nine to five: thus,
removing voters’ voice in state education decisions.

Local League members participated in a protest to save K-12 public school
funding (see photo).

League member Andrea Bauer submitted an excellent Letter to the Editor to
the Dayton Daily News on this issue. 

Read Andrea's Letter

https://u53069208.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.hU77MycqXaP9wfg-2BieBRmeCUUQyLnTt7nStPDE6AH8SFBdeGLAUVS-2Bhj-2Fn998BweHasCpbjUwKUxDxCT919DWboNh5SknV8dE2ZQGd-2FStycp8Ta81qO37hAfz-2BNmQkrskZoN_-2F6Nc-2Br04KTzJB7Zv6oU-2FxTNvcGZggfeYb-2Brb4GGA5XdafNC932Llc5ABLrZDrS-2FQIn2BE6AIDbnddqtRlO96Z-2BPKh2PNdndTnSLNkv4GRaxEFFb0N2cHisUTandTVjBtFh-2FRzYpw-2BfPWsF1dAif4n3ZP3en-2FvPkKHLesOETEUDhONe3qO3tZQrUNzUyEbISksreWNiGbNY7pCZlWAW-2BRymBDlLb7PodbtX0UAWAXfkMbPKXgliKKpa-2BvstUBInc10S5-2BCv9vKHpxjVfwa0YEykjiiVmDfZpihhVzfhuLx3s6S3FwKQsMWBs5KkiTFnv5J-2FjEhTpyk6rKgytXiaMRxd3zhqXhkha5ty8300dNOn2-2F1986snfJ-2F3dnNDoXLY6EzId9yFV84-2FZ-2BUoWyJEi1Wg-3D-3D
https://u53069208.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.hU77MycqXaP9wfg-2BieBRmeCUUQyLnTt7nStPDE6AH8SFBdeGLAUVS-2Bhj-2Fn998BweHasCpbjUwKUxDxCT919DWboNh5SknV8dE2ZQGd-2FStycp8Ta81qO37hAfz-2BNmQkrskZoN_-2F6Nc-2Br04KTzJB7Zv6oU-2FxTNvcGZggfeYb-2Brb4GGA5XdafNC932Llc5ABLrZDrS-2FQIn2BE6AIDbnddqtRlO96Z-2BPKh2PNdndTnSLNkv4GRaxEFFb0N2cHisUTandTVjBtFh-2FRzYpw-2BfPWsF1dAif4n3ZP3en-2FvPkKHLesOETEUDhONe3qO3tZQrUNzUyEbISksreWNiGbNY7pCZlWAW-2BRymBDlLb7PodbtX0UAWAXfkMbPKXgliKKpa-2BvstUBInc10S5-2BCv9vKHpxjVfwa0YEykjiiVmDfZpihhVzfhuLx3s6S3FwKQsMWBs5KkiTFnv5J-2FjEhTpyk6rKgytXiaMRxd3zhqXhkha5ty8300dNOn2-2F1986snfJ-2F3dnNDoXLY6EzId9yFV84-2FZ-2BUoWyJEi1Wg-3D-3D
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ENVIRONMENT/SAFE WATER
The statewide water quality program, H2Ohio, which was formed after toxins
left Toledo temporarily without safe drinking water, is being cut by nearly 45%
in the House proposed biennial budget

Recent polling shows that 75% of Ohioans support programs funded by
H2Ohio. It provides grants to replace lead pipes, reduce nutrient runoff into
Lake Erie, mitigate salt pollution in Ohio waterways and more. It's administered
through the Ohio Department of Agriculture, Ohio Department of Natural
Resources, and Ohio Environmental Protection Agency. Grants go to
municipalities, counties and soil and water conservation districts.

There is an effort to restore funding in the Senate version of the budget.

MONEY IN OHIO POLITICS
Ohio House Bill 96, a budget bill, proposes to eliminate the Ohio Elections
Commission (OEC), which is an independent agency responsible for
overseeing campaign finance laws and election administration. The bill,
recently passed in the Senate, would abolish the commission and transfer its
responsibilities to the Secretary of State and county boards of elections.

This shift could lead to 88 different legal standards for campaign finance
across Ohio's counties. Critics also point out that the elimination of the

https://u53069208.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.hU77MycqXaP9wfg-2BieBRmQo-2FPOByJiaf60IAbhSh4AUcdbkQwV6tYRko5s2OggpdQc06_-2F6Nc-2Br04KTzJB7Zv6oU-2FxTNvcGZggfeYb-2Brb4GGA5XdafNC932Llc5ABLrZDrS-2FQIn2BE6AIDbnddqtRlO96Z-2BPKh2PNdndTnSLNkv4GRaxEFFb0N2cHisUTandTVjBtFh-2FRzYpw-2BfPWsF1dAif4n3ZP3en-2FvPkKHLesOETEUDhONe3qO3tZQrUNzUyEbISksreWNiGbNY7pCZlWAW-2BRymBDlLb7PodbtX0UAWAXfkMbPKXgliKKpa-2BvstUBInc10S5-2BCv9vKHpxjVfwa0YEyu4rp0YjEsXuhgY6wkfR5GcxgnvJOcAVzCIfQZZXHMCpk-2BMeEQmpCsE6iFfJwTOjKN3gcJyEwnPAjv6i-2Fvh7q2fJuhxVoWXXvwS6F6iU3wCtl2adeTVNDYwUbNklXeNBvw-3D-3D


independent board could create less transparency and open the door to  illegal
campaign activity.

Ohio Secretary of State LaRose supported reforming the OEC rather than
abolishing it.

On a related note: Ohio’s embarrassing bribery scandal involving former House
Speaker Larry Householder and FirstEnergy goes global in a new
documentary on HBO. The documentary examines the $61 million bribery
scandal involving former House Speaker Larry Householder and FirstEnergy. 

Contact Your Legislators
Get tips on how to effectively communicate with legislators and use a handy
tool to lookup your US Congressional  representative or Ohio Statehouse
representatives

Find Your Legislator

LWVGDA WINS DEI AWARD AT OHIO
STATE CONVENTION

Dianna Wynn, the League of Women
Voters US, addressed participants of the
Dangerous Dames of Dayton event on
April 1, 2025. Her presentation, "The
League of Women Voters: Still Dangrous
Defenders of Democracy" inspired a
sold-out audience to brazenly and
passionately fight for a democracy that
works.

Timely words, because she announced to our group before it was released to
the press that LWV was suing the Trump adminstration on the illegal executive
order that would change voting laws, to include requiring proof of citizenship to
vote. The announcement drove the audience to its feet in applause; a moment
in history to remember.

 On April 24, a federal court judge issued a ruling in League of Women Voters
et. al. v. Trump et. al., temporarily blocking the U.S. Election Assistance
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Commission from implementing a mandate in the president’s executive order
to add a requirement to show a passport or similar document proving
citizenship when registering to vote via the federal form. While the case
proceeds, this win for LWV  preserves the status quo wherein would-be-voters
already affirm under penalty of perjury that they are U.S. citizens on the federal
form.

On June 13, a federal judge sided with a coalition of states that had sured to
stop the stringent voting ID laws President Trump laid out in the March
executive order, and indefinitely blocked most of its key aspects. In her ruling,
Federal District Judge Denise J. Casper wrote that the executive order
exceeded the President's authority and risked disenfranchising some of the
electorate. Her ruling stands until the full case is resolved.

And the Dangerous Dames of Dayton fight on.

2025 DANGEROUS DAMES OF
DAYTON

Myla Cardona-Jones is the Chief
Executive Officer of the Brunner Literacy
Center. Her nominator, Dona Fletcher,
says: "What is amazing about Myla is
her steadfastness and tenacity...and her
ability th bring others along in the effort." 

Barbra Stonerock is Vice President of
Community Engagement for The Dayton
Foundation. Mike Parks, her nominator,
told us: "Barbra is a throughful, driven
individual whose opinions and counsel
on issues affect the region are highly
valued and sought after."



Hope Taft served as First Lady of Ohio
from 1999 to 2007, is past president of
the Tandana Foundation, an avid
supporter of The Little Miami River
Conservancy and other environmental
projects, and founder of a program to
address maternal drug and alcohol
abuse, among many other projects.
Sandy McHugh, her nominator told us:
"She is firm in her mind and spirit that it
can be done...She just does not stop."

Congratulations Dames, and thank you for your inspiration! 

LWVGDA WINS DEI AWARD AT OHIO
STATE CONVENTION

The League of Women Voters of the Greater Dayton Area was named the
recipient of the 2025 Mary Church Terrell Diversity and Inclusion Award at the
biennial Trailblazer Awards and Gala held in May by the League of Women
Voters of Ohio. Executive Director Chris Corba (pictured) accepted the award
on behalf of our chapter.

Under the leadership of Dona Fletcher, our local chapter was recognized for
the impactful initiatives including annual Board member training and monthly
DEI integration in Board reporting, the drafting of our unique DEI policy,
sponsorship of listening sessions, and the Voter Empowerment Project to
engage voters in low-turnout, historically marginalized neighborhoods, among
other projects. As we receive this acknowledgement, many of us may not be
aware of the woman for whom this award was named due to the lack of



attention by historians of the many contributions of Black women to positive
change in our country.

Learn more about Mary Church Terrell

Our Contact Information
127 N. Ludlow Street

Dayton, OH 45402

937.228.4041

LWVDayton.org 
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